
Volume LXII, Number 7 April 2010 

April Monthly Meeting 
“A Naturalist's Guide to the Cane Creek Canyon Nature Preserve” 

Presented by Dr. Jim Lacefield 
Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.* 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

During his presentation Jim will describe how the can-
yon’s landscape, geology, biology, and archeology of the 
preserve are all interrelated. Cane Creek Canyon is 
home to rare wildflowers and other plants, as well as a 
variety of animal life. This nature preserve (approxi-
mately 413 acres, at present) has been established as a 
permanently protected easement with the Nature Con-
servancy, and it is open year-round for hiking, birding, 
and other nature study. 
 
Jim is a native of Birmingham (attended Shades Valley 
H. S.), and a retired adjunct professor in the fields of biol-
ogy and earth science from the University of North Ala-
bama in Florence. He and his wife, Faye, are owners 
and caretakers of the Cane Creek Canyon Nature Pre-
serve and Jim spends much of his time working on the 
preserve and writing articles for the popular press about 
Alabama's natural environment.  

Jim holds a doctorate in science education from the Uni-
versity of Alabama, with specializations in biology and 
geology. He is also the author of a book on Alabama's 
geologic history entitled Lost Worlds in Alabama Rocks: 
A Guide to the State's Ancient Life and Landscapes, 
published in 2000 by the Alabama Geological Society. 
The book is in its fifth printing, and has been used in ge-
ology and earth science classes from the middle school 
through college levels. Jim is currently working on a 
much expanded second edition of the book, due out, he 
hopes, some time next year. 
 

Please come early to socialize and  
enjoy some refreshments.  

Guests are welcome. 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
“The Confederate Daisy in Alabama” 

Presented by: David Frings, Director, Oak Mountain Interpretive Center 
Sunday, April 11, 2010 at 2:00 P.M. 

The Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

Everyone is invited to join us on April 11th for our Audu-
bon Teaches Nature seminar series. David Frings will be 
our featured speaker and his topic will be of special inter-
est to our more botanically inclined members: the Con-
federate Daisy in Alabama. 
 
Granite outcrops may not offer much to the eye of the 
beholder, but their unique environments have been ex-
ploited by several hardy species. The Confederate Daisy 
is one such plant that has learned to adapt to the harsh 
conditions. This plant grows in a few select places in Ala-
bama, including Oak Mountain State Park.  David will 
speak to the surveys he has undertaken in northern Ala-
bama in search of this unique plant. David will also up-

date us on the exhibits that have been completed, and 
are being developed, at the Oak Mountain Interpretive 
Center. 
 
Come early for fellowship and refreshments in the Ob-
servation Room at the Alabama Wildlife Center! Then, at 
2:00, we’ll walk next door to the Interpretive Center for 
the program. Door prizes will be awarded but you must 
register to be eligible and be present to win. Park admis-
sion is $3.00 but the program is free. 
 
Next Month’s ATN seminar: 
 
May 23 Mike Hardig, Swamp Life at Ebenezer 

* Please note earlier than usual meeting date. 



 

Page 2 

February 1 through February 25, 2010  

Red-winged Blackbirds have been a real nuisance this winter. As usual, they are traveling in large flocks. But, in-
stead of moving on, they have tended to hang around and “wipe out” birdseed at many bird feeders. Other blackbirds 
and European Starlings have joined them. I have had quite a few complaints about this “unwelcome invasion.” 
 
On a happier note, Harriett Wright has had a welcome and lovely visitor at her home this winter, a Hermit Thrush. 
 
The owner of a small dog, Dayle Ennis of Hoover, recently reported an unusual encounter to Greg Harber.  Dayle 
reported that a large raptor swooped into the yard to attack the dog, which was in the back yard, but disaster was 
averted when both Dayle and the bird rounded the corner at the same time and startled each other.  It appeared to 
Dayle to be an eagle, but was uncertain – hence the e-mail to Greg.  As it turns out, Dayle had photographed the bird 
with a cell phone camera and sent along a photo of a strongly backlit large bird of prey. Greg Harber shared the 
photo with Greg Jackson who, by manipulating the contrast and brightness, determined that this was indeed an adult 
Bald Eagle!  This seems to be an odd prey item for this bird. Several days later an adult Bald Eagle was seen at 
Lake Heather in Inverness by an Alabama Wildlife Center volunteer. 

Other sightings were: 

2/1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet (f), later saw a male; Irondale (BW). 
 

2/10 Purple Finch (50+); Pine Siskin (several); American Goldfinch (500+); Clay (BS,MS). 
 
American Pipit; White-crowned Sparrow (2); Shelby County (HW,AC). 
 

2/17 Bald Eagle (3); Vesper Sparrow (5); Brewer’s Blackbird (50+); Perry County (HW,AC). 
 

2/22 Pileated Woodpecker;  Irondale (BW). 
 

2/23 American Kestrel (12); Lapland Longspur (53); Wheeler Refuge and Decatur area (HW,AC). 
 
White-winged Scoter; Guntersville (HK,MS and Tuesday group). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for May/June FF at least five days before the April 1st deadline to: 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Alice Christenson 
Dayle Ennis 
Greg Harber 
Greg Jackson 
Helen Kittinger 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Maureen Shaffer 
Harriett Wright 
Beverly Waaland 
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April Field Trips 

Tom Imhof Bird Walk - Half-day Trip 
Birmingham Zoo 
Saturday, April 3rd, 7:00 a.m. 

For years the Birmingham Audubon Society has held a 
bird walk in memory of long-time member Tom Imhof.  
Beginning at 7:00 a.m. we will gather in the zoo audito-
rium for coffee, orange juice and donuts, and then at 
7:30 a.m. we will depart on our walk, with members of 
the Birmingham Audubon Society and Birmingham Zoo 
bird curators serving as our expert guides to help with 
bird identification. 
 
The route will take us through the zoo, stopping in the 
Alabama Wilds and the water retention basin area where 
we are likely to see a variety of spring migrants and resi-
dent birds.   From there we shall plan to walk the road 
leading to the Zoo Lodge.  The woodlands on either side 
of the road provide excellent habitat where we are likely 
to see a variety of migrant and resident birds.  As a bo-
nus, the resident birds are sure to be in full song and 
with any luck some of the migrants will too. 
This half-day field trip is designed especially for families 

with children who have an interest in birds.  Your children 
or grandchildren are sure to enjoy themselves as we 
search for our fine-feathered friends, so why not bring 
them along with you? 

 
Trip Plans:  Meet at the Birmingham Zoo 
Auditorium at 7:00 a.m. for coffee, juice 

and donuts. Depart at 7:30 for our 
walk through the zoo grounds and 
adjacent woodlands. 

 
Trip Leaders:  Greg Harber 
(251-2133), Elberta Reid 
(879-1935), Harriett Wright 
(967-0955) and Jamie 
Nobles (Zoo staff). 

Cane Creek National Preserve 
Saturday, April 10th, 6:15 a.m. 

Beautiful Cane Creek Canyon Preserve in the Little 
Mountains of northwest Alabama is the site of our April 
field trip. A 413  acre privately protected natural area; the 
Canyon provides sanctuary for native plants and animals 
with its diverse natural communities. The Preserve 
has received a guarantee of permanent protection 
through a conservation easement with The Nature 
Conservancy of Alabama. It is owned and main-
tained by the Lacefields, who will be our guides 
through this unique treasure. 
 
The main canyon was made by water cutting 
through Hartselle sandstone, creating rock 
shelters, waterfalls and cascades. These 
features in turn created microhabitats for 
communities of rare plant species. The Pre-
serve hosts more than a hundred native 
tree species, including the rare Yellow-
wood. Appalachian plant species which pre-
fer rich forest and cove grow in here, along 
with many native azaleas. Peak blooming 
time for the azaleas is mid-March to mid-
May. 
 
All this wonder provides the stage for returning 
spring migrants, along with resident birds of the 
forest. 
 

Travel plans:  Meet at 6:15 a.m.. in the parking lot of the 
Fieldstown Road Shopping Center in Gardendale off  
I-65N at Exit #271  (Fieldstown Road). Turn right onto 
Fieldstown Road, then another right onto Odum Road 

and an immediate left into the shopping center.   
Carpooling is encouraged. Please be 
ready to leave at 6:30 a.m. This will be a 
two hour drive, approximately 120 miles, 
hence the early departure time. We will 
caravan north on I-65 to Exit 340 
(Mooresville) and continue west on US-
ALT-72 West/AL-20 toward Tuscumbia.  
There is a Hardees's at the intersection 
with AL-17 where we will reconvene for a 

rest break. Then, on to the Preserve! 
 
This will be a full day with a picnic at the Pre-

serve. Bring your picnic, water, drinks and 
snacks. Have a full tank of gas. As this will be in 

early spring, the weather may be changeable. Pre-
pare accordingly with rain gear and/or a jacket. 

 
Don't forget your camera, binoculars and spotting scope. 
If you have any questions, please call the trip leader, 
Maureen Shaffer (205)-822-8728 (H) or (205) 222-2662 
(M). 
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Keep your eye on the sky. The Broad-winged Hawks 
(Buteo platypterus) are returning from northern 
South America. This is the only hawk that mi-
grates completely out of the U.S. They congre-
gate in large numbers in the fall to migrate south. 
You may see hundreds of these hawks flying, 
especially along the Gulf Coast. It is an amaz-
ing sight. 
 
This small, stocky 13” tall hawk is brown 
with a reddish barred chest. The 33” long, 
pointed broad wings are pale underneath 
with a black trailing edge. When the bird 
flies the pale wings look silvery-white in the 
sunlight. The broad tail is dark with a wide, 
white band in the middle and one smaller white band 
along the tip and near the base of the tail. The beak is 

small, dark and hooked.  
You might first be alerted to their pres-
ence by the distinctive call: a series of 
sharp, high-pitched whistles. This hawk 

lives in the forest and hunts for prey 
from a perch. (Red-tailed Hawks 

hunt from perches, too). It hunts 
small mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, and large insects.  

 
The bowl-shaped nest is built with sticks, but they 

have built on top of old squirrel’s or crow’s nests. The 
female lays 1-3 white or light blue eggs with brown 
patches or dots.  In 35 days after hatching, the fledglings 
leave the nest. Then it won’t be too much longer before 
they start gathering to migrate south in the fall. 

Look Who’s Coming! 
By Shirley Farrell 

Broad-winged Hawks 
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On the state front, in December, the U.S. Energy Depart-
ment awarded Southern Company a $295 million dollar 
grant to initiate a project intended to store underground 
large amounts of carbon dioxide from its Barry Steam 
Plant in north Mobile County. A spokesman for the com-
pany said Southern Company was abandoning the pro-
ject as it was “not in the best interest to move forward 
with the endeavor” due to the necessary financial com-
mitment and the tight timeline for securing funding. 
 
Residents of Uniontown, Perry County, are not able to 
enjoy outdoor activities, such as walking, etc. due to the 
odors emanating from Arrowhead Landfill, which is the 
dump site of the coal ash from 
the Kingston, TN spill Decem-
ber before last. On behalf of 
approximately 150 residents of 
Uniontown, Florida-based envi-
ronmental lawyer David Ludder 
has filed intent-to-sue notices 
against Pill-Con Services, LLC 
and Philips and Jordan, Inc., 
the two companies that operate 
Arrowhead Landfill in Perry 
County, for allegedly violating 
the Clean Air Act and the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act. “The ob-
jective is to eliminate the ad-
verse impacts on the neighbor-
ing residents,” Ludder says. 
Eddie Dorsett , president of 
Phill-Con Services, maintains 
that the landfill is operating law-
fully and without violations. Ludder had filed earlier no-
tices in December against Perry County Associates and 
Perry Uniontown Ventures, which filed for bankruptcy in 
January. Perry Uniontown Ventures 1 owns the Arrow-
head Landfill. Phili-Con Services operates the landfill 
“under an agency agreement” with Perry Uniontown Ven-
tures 1. There are conflicting allegations concerning pay-
ments received from TVA not being turned over to the 
owner of the landfill and payments not being made to the 
operators by the owners for work performed.  
 
A related story, in Mobile: Thanks to public concerns and 
pressure, Liquid Environmental Solutions, the local com-
pany that was going to accept coal ash leachate from the 
Perry County landfill and discharge it into our sewer sys-
tem has declined to accept the leachate and the contract 
is dead. 

A Florala area site has been chosen by a company for a 
$55 million biomass power generation plant. The South-
east Renewable Energy plant would employ about 16 
full-time employees once completed. On Monday a com-
pany official asked Florala council members for their sup-
port for the project that would convert wood waste and 
other material into renewable energy. 
 
Two Supreme Court decisions, one handed down in 
2001-Solid Waste  Agency of Northern Cook County v. 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the second one, 
handed down in 2006-Rapanos v US, focused on the 
federal government’s jurisdiction over various wetlands. 

These rulings have left uncer-
tain which waterways are pro-
tected by law. Some compa-
nies are declaring that the 
Clean Water Act no longer ap-
plies to them. Companies that 
have spilled oil, carcinogens 
and bacteria into lakes, rivers 
and other waterways are not 
being prosecuted. According to 
EPA regulators, more than 1, 
500 major pollution investiga-
tions have been discontinued 
in the last four years.  
 
The decisions focused on the 
language in the Act, specifically 
the words “navigable waters.” 
“Navigable waters” was broadly 
interpreted to include many 

large wetlands and streams that connect to major rivers. 
But these decisions suggested that waterways that are 
entirely in one state, seasonal streams and creeks and 
lakes unconnected to larger waterways may not be 
“navigable” and therefore are not covered by the Act. 
This has created widespread uncertainty among EPA 
and state regulators, thereby resulting in delays and 
halts to the prosecuting pollution investigations. Legisla-
tion known as the Clean Water Restoration Act has been 
introduced in Congress to resolve these problems by 
removing the word “navigable” from the law and restoring 
authority of all waters that were regulated before the 
court decision. At this time, the legislation is stalled in 
Congress.  
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Growing Roots Workshop:  
Connecting Educators and their Children to Nature 

June 21 - 23, 2010 
Camp McDowell 

Birmingham Audubon Society (BAS) supports Environ-
mental Education in our state. The BAS is helping to 
sponsor the 2010 Growing Roots Workshop: Connecting 
Educators and Their Children to Nature. This sends a 
powerful message to not only the members of BAS, but 
also the community at large, that the Audubon Society is 
serious about making the world a better place. Education 
is the key to a better future. 
 
Today, we hear so much about “Nature Deficient Disor-
der” in children, but in actuality, many people are suffer-
ing from this in one way or another.   We rarely take long 
walks in the woods or linger by a stream to watch for 
wildlife.  Few people today are comfortable enough in 
the woods to even consider taking their own family on a 
nature adventure. 
 
Birmingham Audubon Society, Alabama Sierra Club, 
Sierra Club H2O Sentinels and McDowell Environmental 
Center are offering the perfect solution to this conun-
drum this summer.  The Growing Roots: Connecting 
Educators and their Children to Nature workshop will be 
held June 21-23, 2010 at Camp McDowell near the 
Bankhead National Forest. Because of the grants from 
these organizations, the cost for participants of the work-
shop is only $50 per family. This includes 2 nights lodg-
ing and meals. 

The workshop will allow a limited number of educators to 
bring their own child or grandchild on a once in a lifetime 
journey that will include hikes to learn edible and medici-
nal plants, birding opportunities, geology lessons and 
fossil digs at the Minkin Paleozoic Trackway. Partici-
pants will combine nature and art through mosaics.  
Trips to wade and swim in beautiful Clear Creek will in-
clude lessons on the invertebrates and fish that live in 
our local Alabama waters. 
 
All of this adventure and learning is set against the back-
drop of the beauty of Camp McDowell’s 1100 acres of 
forests, sandstone canyons, streams and waterfalls.  
And what an amazing way to inspire teachers to go back 
into their classrooms and get students enthused about 
Nature!  They will see that spark of excitement in their 
own child, and want to share it with all their hundreds of 
students. 
 
For more information, go to the McDowell Environmental 
Center webpage at www.campmcdowell.com/cmec. You 
can also download a registration form there.  You may 
also email Maggie Wade Johnston, Director of McDowell 
Environmental Center, at maggie@campmcdowell.com 
or call 205-387-1806.   

Forty-fifth Annual Spring Bird Count 
Saturday, May 1, 2010 

As I write this on March 5th, the temperature is hovering 
near freezing and it feels as though winter will never 
end.  According to the calendar, spring officially starts in 
two weeks. Like the apostle Thomas, all I can say at this 
point is this: “I’ll believe it when I see it.”  But here comes 
the spring bird count announcement anyway! 

 
All BAS members and friends are encouraged 
to join us for the 45th annual Spring Bird Count!  
This is a fun count, when we venture out to 
welcome our returning neotropical migrants. 
The count provides a wonderful opportunity to 
spend some time outdoors and watch the 
feathered parade as the birds follow their migra-
tion route north! Many of the local breeding birds will 
be well on their way to raising young too.  
 
This all-day count will cover parts of Jefferson, Shelby, 
St. Clair and Blount counties, and we’ll need as many 
participants as possible to adequately cover the area.  
Even though this is an all-day count, you may join a 
party for any part of the day if you only have a limited  
 

amount of time.  It is essential though that you make ar-
rangements now to join a party on count day.  Feel free 
to call me at 251-2133 for the names and phone num-
bers of party leaders in your area. Or, you may wish to 
count the birds at your feeders and call or e-mail your 
report to me later.  Rose-breasted Grosbeaks will surely 

reward those who take the time to watch at home! 
 

At the end of the day we will gather to compile our 
results, swap stories and share our adventures of 
the day. Those fortunate enough to find a real rar-

ity should expect to provide appropriate written 
documentation. Elberta Reid will host the com-
pilation at her home at 2616 Mountain Brook 

Parkway. There is limited parking in the drive-
way but on-street parking is available. Elberta will pro-
vide light snacks but if you need to eat something more 
substantial grab a bigger bite before we get started 
around 7:00 p.m.  If you need detailed directions please 
call either Elberta (879-1935) or me (251-2133). 
       
  Greg Harber,    
  For Bird Counts committee 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society 

 

Yearly membership includes a quarterly subscription to Audubon magazine  
and 8 issues of Flicker Flashes, the Birmingham chapter newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: __________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________ 

����  Introductory Membership ~ $20.00 ����  Membership Renewal  ~ $20.00 

Mail application and check to: 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 
 

Phone: 1-800-274-4201 

Mail application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 
 

Phone: 205-714-8227 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   
 

Please make all checks payable to:  National Audubon Society 

Birmingham Audubon Society C0ZA0000Z  

� Senior (62 & better) and � student (full-time) memberships available for $15.00 

clip along dotted line 

Important Bird Areas Established in Alabama 

Recently, the National Audubon Society has recognized 
16 of Alabama's birding sites as Important Bird Areas 
(IBAs).  We are excited to have these sites, 
that we already know and bird, listed and 
available to birders and conservationists 
worldwide.  As Frank Gill, Senior Orni-
thologist, National Audubon Society said, 
"IBAs have the unique power to unite peo-
ple, communities, and organizations in pro-
active bird conservation, one place at a 
time." 
 
IBAs are sites that provide essential habitat 
for one or more species of birds.  The sites are 
usually discrete sites for breeding, wintering and/or mi-

grating birds. Identification of a site as an IBA indicates 
its unique importance for birds. 

 
Bird Life International in Europe initiated the 
IBA Program in the 1980's. National Audu-
bon Society, as the United States Partner 
of Bird Life International, administers the 
IBA Program in the U. S.  Over 8000 sites 

in 178 countries have been identified as 
IBAs since the program began. 
 

To see a list of Alabama's IBAs go to this web 
address: 

 
http://www.audubon.org/bird/iba/index.html 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following memorial donation: 
 

From Elberta G. Reid in memory of Dr. Wood Herren  



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on recycled paper 
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April 2010 May 2010 

1 45th Annual BAS Spring Bird Count 

13-16 Audubon Mountain Workshop 

23 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due,  
May/June issue 

3 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Tom Imhof Zoo Walk 

10 BAS Field Trip, Cane Creek Canyon Nature 
Preserve 

11 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

15-19 Spring Tour I, South Carolina Low Country 

8 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Jim Lacefield, “Cane Creek Canyon” 

16-18 Alabama Ornithological Society meeting,  
Dauphin Island, AL 

22-26 Spring Tour II, South Carolina Low Country 

5 BAS Field Trip, Little River Canyon 

June 2010 

24 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 

31 BAS Field Trip, Black Belt Birding 

July 2010 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, September issue 

August 2010 


