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We are calling on our members to share some of their 
recent favorite photographs during our last meeting of 
the year before summer break. In the past, pictures of 
birds, flowers, scenic sights, wildlife and images of na-
ture at her finest have been shown. Your photos can be 
from vacations or trips you have taken, either here in 
Alabama or abroad or from your own back yard. This is 
a great opportunity to share your experiences with na-
ture and tell us why these particular pictures have spe-
cial meaning for you.   
 
We ask you to limit your presentation to 5 minutes. 
Audubon has a computer and digital projector for those 

who have a PowerPoint program. Bring a travel drive or 
your own computer to hook up to the projector. Film 
cameras seem to have taken a back seat to digital cam-
eras, but if you have 2X2 slides requiring a slide projec-
tor we can provide that too. Call Ellen McLaughlin at 
595-0806 to schedule your presentation and let her 
know what equipment you will need.  
 
Note that this meeting is the FOURTH Thursday in 
April, one week later than our usual time. 
 

Come early for refreshments and fellowship. 

April Monthly Meeting 
Audubon Members Favorite Photos 
Thursday, April 26, 2012 - 7:00 P.M. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Hooray for Honeybees ~ A Gardener’s Best Friend! 

Presented by: Sallie Lee 
Sunday, April 15, 2012, 2:00 P.M. 

Oak Mountain Interpretive Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

This month’s ATN seminar is unlike one we’ve ever had 
in the series. While it may be easy to overlook the im-
pact honeybees have in our lives, the truth of the matter 
is that they play a vital role in pollinating many of our 
flowers and fruit trees. 
 
Honeybees are interesting insects, with their astonishing 
abilities and complex societies. They make delicious 
honey, pollinate our crops and help to make our flowers 
grow. In this program Sallie will give you a whole new 
appreciation for this busy little worker in your garden and 
what you can do to help in their conservation. 
 
Come early and enjoy the birds at the feeders. Refresh-
ments will be served in the Observation Room of the 
Alabama Wildlife Center beginning at 1:30 p.m.  As an 
added bonus for this seminar Greg will have some of his 
Sourdough bread on hand for you to sample some Wild-
flower Honey, compliments of the worker bees in Jack 

Johnston’s beehives in mountainous region of Lake-
mont, GA. Then, when it is time for the program, we will 
walk to the adjacent Oak Mountain Interpretive Center to 
hear Sallie’s presentation. 
 
Next month’s seminar:   
Fabulous Frogs and Terrific Toads ~ Hop On Over! 
Sunday, May 20th, 2:00 p.m. ~ Stephen Glasgow, Guest 
Speaker 
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31 January through 24 February, 2012  

Thanks to Mike Bolton, Birmingham News outdoors writer, for photographing and consequently documenting a Mourn-
ing Dove nesting at his home. According to Greg Jackson, who is the compiler for bird records in Alabama, there are 
two other documented breeding records for this species in February. There seems to be enough reliable information to 
prove that this dove breeds in Alabama every month of the year. Mike’s article and photo were in the 19 February BN. 

Other sightings were: 

1/31 Rufous Hummingbird; Irondale, banded by the Sargents (RR). 
            
Hooded Merganser (4); “A new species for our place”, Clay (BS,MGS). 

2/24 Bald Eagle (ad); Near the Galleria. “Second sighting in this vicinity in the last few months.” (PF). 
 
American Woodcock; Recently, was observed displaying at the Eco Farm near Roebuck Springs. (SD). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for May/June FF at least five days before the April 1
st
 deadline to: 

Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Mike Bolton 
Scot Duncan 
Paul Franklin 
Greg Jackson 
Rick Remy  
Bob and Martha Gail Sargent.  

East Lake Park Project 
By: Dick Mills 

East Lake Park has, for many years, been a prime loca-
tion for birding. However, in the past few years beaver 
have girdled and destroyed some of the trees on the is-
land in the park’s lake that have served as nesting sites 
for three species of heron. Late last year the Birmingham 
Audubon Society was awarded a grant from the National 
Audubon Society and matching funds from the South 
East Lake Neighborhood Association. With these funds 
and the cooperation of the Birmingham Park and Rec-
reation Board and the Birmingham Airport Authority, 
BAS has undertaken a project to protect the remaining 
trees on the island, plant new trees to replace those that 
have been destroyed and install interpretive signage to 

educate visitors about East Lake Park’s birds. With this 
project we feel BAS has made a significant contribution 
to our birding opportunities at East Lake Park and, in the 
process, initiated some positive cooperative relation-
ships with the East Lake Community, The Birmingham 
Park and Recreation Board and the Birmingham Airport 
Authority. 
 
Please visit the BAS web site (http://
www.birminghamaudubon.org/) for a more detailed 
description of how this project was initiated, imple-
mented and which BAS members have been in-
volved with it. 
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April Field Trips 

Tuscaloosa and Environs 
April 7, 2012 - 7:00 a.m. 

Springtime means migration is in full swing and BAS will 
take advantage of the northward streaming songbirds 
and other species during our visit to Tuscaloosa and sur-
rounding areas. Tuscaloosa is perched on the fall line of 
the Black Warrior River and is situated on the boundary 
of the Appalachian Highlands and Gulf Coastal Plain. 
This promises a diversity of habitats and rich birdlife. We 
will explore its swamps and woods along the Black War-
rior and visit a wonderful place of trees and flowers.  
 
Plans: Leaving from the Hoover McDonald's at 7:00 
a.m., we will proceed on I-459 to I-59W to Fosters, a 
drive of approximately 60 miles (one hour) and take Exit 
62 (Holly Springs Rd) to the intersection with US-11/43. 
For those in the Tuscaloosa area or points west, you 
may meet us here at or close to 8:15-8:30. At that point, 
we will take a short rest break at the Chevron/Subway. 
Our birding adventure will begin as we meander along 
the river on Fosters Loop Road to Crescent Lake (or Cy-
press Lake) and loop back to the interstate. Then, we will 
be on our way to Lake Lurleen SP for our picnic. For the 
afternoon, we will return to Tuscaloosa for a hike and 
birding at the Arboretum. Time permitting, we will stroll 
on the RiverWalk.    
 
Destinations: Fosters area, Lake Lurleen State Park, 
University of Alabama Arboretum and Riverwalk 
(dependent on time). The University of Alabama Arbore-
tum is located on 60 acres of land, primarily native piney 
woods and oak-hickory climax forest. It includes 2.5 

miles (4.0 km) of walking trails, a wild flower garden con-
taining more than 250 species, ornamental plants, an 
experimental garden, a bog garden, an open-air pavilion, 
and a children's garden. Two greenhouses contain col-
lections of orchids, cacti and tropical plants. 
 
Websites: Lake Lurleen State Park:  
http://www.alapark.com/LakeLurleen 
University of Alabama Arboretum:  
http://arboretum.ua.edu 
  
Mentioned in A Birder’s Guide to Alabama, by John Por-
ter: Fosters Loop Road pg. 134, Lake Lurleen pg. 127, 
University of Alabama Arboretum pg. 130. 
 
Meeting Place: Hoover McDonald's on US-31S (across 
from the Galleria) 1731 Montgomery Hwy, Hoover, AL 
35244. Please arrive early if you plan to partake of 
breakfast and so we may organize carpooling, as we 
plan to leave promptly at 7 a.m. Please park in the shop-
ping center parking lot. This is a full day with a picnic 
planned at Lake Lurleen State Park. Bring a picnic, cam-
era and binoculars, spotting scope (if you have one), 
sunscreen and insect repellant. Have a full tank of gas. 
To conclude our day and if the group wishes, supper 
may be shared at the Cypress Inn, a lovely restaurant on 
the banks of the Black Warrior River.   
 
Trip leader: Maureen Shaffer - 205-822-8782 (H) or  
205-222-2662 (M) 

Bankhead National Forest, Brushy Creek Lake Environs 
April 14, 2012 - 7:00 a.m. 

Birds, Forests and Waterfalls 
 
The Bankhead National Forest is one of Alabama’s most 
impressive scenic areas. Within its boundaries lies a re-
mote and wild landscape. This trip will include birding in 
a variety of habitats from roadside pastures, deep 
woods, regenerating forestland and clear streams and 
lakes. Many of the breeding birds typically found in Ala-
bama’s forested landscapes will be in full song, including 
Great Crested Flycatchers, Red-eyed and Yellow-
throated Vireos, Prairie Warblers and Indigo Buntings. 
Blue-winged and Cerulean Warblers are a remote possi-
bility too. 
 
In addition to the birding, activities will include optional 
off trail hiking to some truly spectacular waterfalls in the 

forest. Spring wildflowers should be abundant. Bathroom 
facilities are somewhat limited but we will be making a 
midday lunch stop at the Brushy Creek Lake Recreation 
Area where primitive facilities are available. Bring a sack 
lunch, snacks, and drinks. Dress appropriately for the 
weather and terrain, keeping in mind that among the 
plants coming back to life is poison ivy. Bring your bin-
oculars, lunch and plenty of fluids to drink, as well as a 
full tank of gas in your car. 
 
Travel Plans: We will meet at 7:00 a.m. in the parking lot 
of the Fieldstown Road shopping center in Gardendale, 
just off of I-65 north at exit #271 (Fieldstown Road). Turn 
right on Fieldstown Road, followed by another right onto 
Odum Road, (this is the first light after you turn onto 

(Continued on page 5) 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems 
about birds, nature, wildlife, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker 
Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner?  
Send your ideas to: 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
c/o McWane Science Center 

Attn: Kids Corner 
200 19th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Where’s the Green? 
By Shirley Farrell 

One of the most beautiful Spring warblers that migrates 
through Alabama is the Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Setophaga virens. Usually, this bird breeds far north in 
the coniferous forests but several birders have found 
these birds breeding in the mixed forests of the northern 
part of Alabama. 
 
These small warblers are usually in the mid-story 
(middle) to the top (canopy) of the tree leaves quickly 
flitting through the foliage, eating insects. 
Sometimes these birds hawk insects. This 
means these birds will fly off of a branch, 
catch an insect in the air, and return to the 
branch to eat the meal. Sometimes the 
birds will eat fruit when they cannot find 
insects. 
 
To see this bird, you must lean your head 
way back to look high into the leaves of 
trees. You will first notice the black chin 
and chest with pale under parts of the 
male. Once you can see the whole bird, 
you will find a thin pointy black bill with a 
yellow face. An olive-green eye streak, 
head, and back provide the “green” in this 
bird’s name. Black streaks are on the side 
and two white wing bars (stripes) can be 
seen on the gray wings. The female looks 
like the male except she has a pale throat 
with black streaks in her chest. 
 
According to Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
the male sings zee-zee-zee-zoo-zee to 
attract a mate or zoo-zee-zoo-zoo-zee to 
guard his territory. One male bird sang 466 

songs in one hour. He must have been tired!  
 
These birds build cup shaped nests near the trunk of the 
tree. The female lays about 4 eggs that are white with 
brownish spots and patches. The babies fledge the nest 
around 9 days after hatching. These birds spend their 
winter vacation in Mexico through Columbia, and the 
Caribbean islands. 

Warbler Warning 

 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 
Copy the letters in the numbered 
cells to other cells with the same 
number. 

Find the answer to the puzzle on Page 6. Puzzle created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoveryEducation.com  
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This year Birmingham Audubon Society is teaming up 
with Ruffner Mountain Nature Preserve in a combined 
effort to share how plants and birds are connected. Join 
us April 14, 2012, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., to learn about 
the special needs of birds and their habitat preferences. 
All animals live in a specific habitat that includes food, 
water, shelter, and space so they are not crowded or in 
competition with others for food or nest sites. Your yard 
is a special place that has the potential to be a great 
habitat for several birds just by planting native plants. If 
you are thinking, “I live in an apartment and I don’t have 
a yard to share,” look at your balcony as a place to host 
some fine dining for your feathered friends. We all like to 
go out to eat and so do birds. They will travel to find 
the perfect plants that provide them with the best 
food options, even if it means just a few min-
utes at your balcony to sip some nectar from 
your plants. Seeing a hummingbird whiz in 
and out of your flowers will certainly brighten 
your day and the food you will provide does 
not have to take up a lot of space. 
 
If you have a full yard to share, consider 
several areas of native plants that will at-
tract a variety of birds. Have a section for 
the nectar sipping hummingbirds, butterflies 
and bees. These are key animals that help 
pollinate flowers. Try planting some wild 
columbine or cardinal flower for a simple ar-
ray of color. The butterflies will also take advantage 
of your flower beds as a nursery for their young. We will 
teach you which host plant the adult butterflies are at-
tracted to and which plants are great for the caterpillars 
once they emerge. The food chain grows as warblers 
and other insect eating birds will come to dine on those 
juicy caterpillars that seem to be eating way too much of 
the host plant that you provided. 
 
Have a section planted with the natives that provide ber-

ries. Native plants like Devil’s Walkingstick, American 
Beautyberry, and Pokeweed are just a few of the plants 
that will bring Carolina Wrens, Summer Tanagers, Grey 
Catbirds, American Robins and several other birds to 
your yard. Poison Ivy is a great food source providing 
berries all winter long for many birds, but we don’t rec-
ommend planting any. There seems to be an abundance 
of that in the wild. 
 
Let’s not forget the seed eaters who need a space too! 
Although most of the seeded plants belong to the tree 
family like Water Oaks, American Beech and Loblolly 
Pine, we cannot forget that Riveroats and Black-eyed 
Susan are some of the favorite smaller seeds that add 

depth, color and texture to your yard! The trees 
mentioned not only provide seeds but they too 
are full of insects and caterpillars that warblers 
love to dine on. Birds from the woodpecker, 
nuthatch, grosbeak, cardinal and warbler 
families will all feast in this section of your 
yard. 
 
Interested in learning more? Then join us 
April 14 to buy some of these native plants, 
learn about the birds that these plants will 
attract and enjoy some Higher Ground cof-
fee while you are here. Many of our birds 
are neo-tropical migrants and they need a 
safe and food-filled habitat to stay in when 

they are on their wintering grounds. Higher Ground 
staff will be here to tell us the reasons why shade grown 
crops are better for our birds. Activities will be going on 
all day long and include several bird hikes, sessions on 
how to use binoculars, crafts on setting up a water sta-
tion in your yard, and how to identify some of the birds in 
your yard. You can also become a citizen scientist by 
adding your observations on line with the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology. I can’t wait to share the day with you! He-
lena 

Celebrate Urban Birds, Grow Native 
By Helena Uber-Wamble 

Fieldstown Road), and then an immediate left into the 
shopping center parking lot. (Look for the Dollar Store in 
the shopping plaza). Address for geo-locating is 655 
Fieldstown Road. We will depart at 7:00 a.m. and head 
north on I-65 toward Cullman. Before reaching Cullman, 
we will take exit #308, US-278 and head west toward 

Addison. If you wish, you can meet us at the Chevron 
station, located on the west side of I-65 at the exit. If you 
choose to do this please let the trip leader know in ad-
vance. We should arrive there around 8:00 a.m. 
 
Trip Leader:  Greg Harber - 205-251-2133 (home) or 205
-807-8055 (cell: day of field trip only); email ghar-
ber@mindspring.com 

Bankhead Forest Field Trip (Continued from page 3) 
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Forty-seventh Annual Spring Bird Count 
Saturday, April 28, 2012 

I have just come in from my regular evening walk. I had 
taken my cap to ward off cool temperatures, but I need 
not have worried – it was a balmy 70 degrees and a light 
southerly wind was blowing. The calendar says it is 
March 1 - the tail end of winter - but all the blooming 
plants say it is spring. Who’re gonna believe? Yeah, the 
plants have it nailed. 

 
Since Spring is here, that can only mean one thing. It is 
time for the 47th annual Spring Bird Count! This is a fun 
count, when we venture out to welcome our returning 
neotropical migrants. The count provides a wonderful 
opportunity to spend some time outdoors and watch the 
feathered parade as the birds follow their migration route 
north! Many of the local breeding birds will be well on 
their way to raising young too.  

 
This all-day count will cover parts of Jefferson, Shelby, 
St. Clair and Blount counties, and we’ll need as many 
participants as possible to adequately cover the area.  
Even though this is an all-day count, you may join a 
party for any part of the day if you only have a limited 
amount of time. It is essential though that you make ar-
rangements now to join a party on count day. Feel free 
to call me at 251-2133 for the names and phone num-
bers of party leaders in your area. Or, you may wish to 
count the birds at your feeders and call or e-mail your 
report to me later. Rose-breasted Grosbeaks will surely 
reward those who take the time to watch at home! 

 
At the end of the day we will gather to compile our re-
sults, swap stories and share our adventures of the 

day. Those fortunate enough to find a real rarity should 
expect to provide appropriate written documentation. 
Anne G. Miller will host the compilation at her home in 
Bluff Park, located at 980 Shades Crest Road, Birming-
ham, 35226. Take the I-65 Alford Avenue exit (#254) 
and travel west approximately 0.6 miles. Turn right onto 
Pine Lane (3rd right) and then left at the T-intersection 
onto Shades Crest Road. Anne’s house is third driveway 
on the right. See the map that accompanies this article. 
Anne will provide light snacks but if you need to eat 
something more substantial grab a bigger bite before we 
get started around 7:00 p.m. If you need detailed direc-
tions please call either Anne (822-6167) or me (251-
2133). 
       
  Greg Harber,    
  For Bird Counts committee 

As noted in the previous 
issue of FF, this year 
marks the 35th anniver-
sary of the Audubon 
Mountain Workshop 
(AMW). To commemorate 
this exemplary achieve-
ment, we are organizing a 
photo display of the previ-
ous year’s activities and 
participants. We request 
that anyone who may 
have any type of image 
available (prints, slides, 
digital) to please allow 
same or copies of same to 

be added to the display. The "anyone" includes camp-
ers, faculty, staff or family members who may have col-
lections of those who have passed on. Should you not 
wish to part with a picture, with permission a duplicate 
will be made and your original will be returned. This dis-
play will become part of BAS image archive and will be 
maintained with our other archival materials. If you have 
any prints, slides or digital images (in CD/DVD format or 
on a memory card) that you would like to be included on 
the display, please contact Greg Harber (251-2133 (H) 
or Maureen Shaffer 822-8728 (H) or 222-2662 (C) to 
arrange for acquisition. 
 
Thank you, 
Maureen Shaffer, Chairman, Archive Committee 

Joint Project of the Audubon Mountain Workshop and the  
BAS Archive Committees 

Answer to Kid’s Corner Puzzle: Watching birds high in the trees causes Warbler Neck! 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

New Members* $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 
Full-time Students $15.00 

* NAS will contact you directly for membership renewal 
 

Make check payable to: National Audubon Society 
Send application and check to: 

 
 

National Audubon Society 
c/o McWane Science Center 

200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

����  National Audubon Society 
New Members and Renewals $20.00 

Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 
Full-time Students $15.00 

 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

Send application and check to: 
 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
c/o McWane Science Center 

200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

����  Birmingham Audubon Society 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides you access to 
all chapter activities and benefits. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local activities. You will not receive the National Audubon 
magazine.  

— OR —  
 
2. Join National Audubon Society. Birmingham Audubon Society serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining Na-

tional Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Birmingham Audubon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. 
You will receive the National Audubon magazine. Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percent-
age of your first year dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

 
1. Would you like to opt-out of receiving printed copies of Flicker Flashes?  ______ Yes  ______ No  (If yes, please 

consider allowing us to put you on our email list. Your email address will NOT be shared with anyone!) 
 
2. Would you like to be included on our email list?  ______ Yes  ______ No   (If yes, please provide your email ad-

dress on the form above)  

 

Responses can be submitted as follows: 

Via mail  (preferred) – enter your personal information above (on the membership application), check your prefer-
ences to the two questions above and mail this entire page to the BAS office at the address listed above.  

Via email – email the information requested above to: Audubon@mcwane.org  

Via phone – call the BAS office (714-8227) and provide the information requested above. 
 

Your input is valued and we want to encourage you to return this survey  
so that we can better serve you as a BAS member! 

BAS Membership/Flicker Flashes/E-Mail Questionnaire 

����  I want to opt-out of receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes (please provide us with your email address) 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on 
recycled paper 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 
Mailing Address: 
Birmingham Audubon Society 
c/o McWane Science Center 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 
 
Email: Audubon@McWane.org 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 
 
Administrative Director: (205) 714-8227 
Education Director:  (205) 714-8228 
Bird Reporting Line:  (205) 879-7709 

Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by 
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Greg Harber (205) 251-2133 
Graphic Design: Donna Shook (205) 568-7887 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 3794 
Birmingham, AL 

Copies of Flicker Flashes can be viewed and downloaded from the BAS web site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 

 

May 2012 

5 BAS Field Trip, Watercress Darter NWR 

10-13 Audubon Mountain Workshop 

19 BAS Field Trip, Prairie Grove 

20 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m 
Stephen Glasgow, “Fabulous Frogs and Terrific 
Toads ~ Hop On Over!” 

April 2012 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, May/June issue 

7 BAS Field Trip, Tuscaloosa 

15 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 
Sallie Lee, “Hooray for Honey bees ~ Worker’s in 
your Garden!” 

20-22 Alabama Ornithological Society meeting,  
Dauphin Island, AL 

14 BAS Field Trip, Bankhead Forest 

21 Earth Day partner TBD 

26 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Members’ Slide Show 

28 47th Annual Spring Bird Count 


