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February Monthly Meeting 

“The Story of Birmingham Audubon: From Egg to Hatchling to Beautiful Bird” 
Presented by: Maureen Shaffer 

Thursday, February 21, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, East Room  

 

Please note the change in the location of the monthly meeting! 

In 1927, a group of nature and bird enthusiasts flocked 
to the home of a local civic leader to form an Audubon 
Society chapter. This group sponsored the field work of 
collecting bird specimens. That effort resulted in the 
mounted specimens that now grace the Birds of Ala-
bama exhibit at the McWane Science Center. So early 
on, Birmingham Audubon was 
in the forefront of educating 
the public about our birds.  

Harsh economic conditions of 
the Great Depression and the 
Second World War took 
precedence in people's lives, 
so it wasn't until 1946 that four 
employees of TC&I 
(Tennessee Coal and Iron) 
banded together and reacti-
vated the fledgling Birming-
ham Audubon. Through the 
years that followed, they and 
the other early members saw 
Birmingham Audubon take 
flight and become a leader in 
birding and conservation edu-
cation. School teachers, attor-
neys, scientists, housewives 
and doctors all contributed 
their talents, skills and un-
counted hours, propelling Bir-
mingham Audubon to the 
point at which it is today. 
  
Tom Imhof, Blanche Dean, Blanche Chapman, Millard 
Prather, Harriet Wright, Raymond Bates and many oth-
ers of those early years paved the way for those of our 
times. Those pioneers conceived programs such as field 

trips, nature camps and workshops, films and presenta-
tions that remain some of our main attractions. Come 
learn how Birmingham Audubon began. The program 
will focus on how this became a leading organization for 
birds, conservation education and environmental aware-
ness. 

 

Maureen Shaffer’s love of 
birds began in early childhood 
and came from nature walks 
and field excursions with her 
mother. A graduate of Bir-
mingham-Southern College 
and the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham, Maureen com-
bined a career with the Social 
Security Administration with 
an active career as a birder 
and conservation leader. Mau-
reen joined Birmingham Audu-
bon in 1985, and has served 
on virtually every committee 
and in every office in the inter-
vening years while leading 
field trips around the state and 
participating in birding trips to 
points as distant as Alaska 
and Guatemala. She has 
taken a leading role on the 
Birding Trails Committee in 
developing the Appalachian 

Highlands Birding Trail, and has helped to scout birding 
trail sites throughout the state. Maureen is immediate 
Past President of Birmingham Audubon and is also Co-
Chair of the Archives Committee  
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February Field Trips 

Prattville and Autaugaville 
February 2, 2013 - 7:00 a.m. 

February’s full day field trip will feature one of Birming-
ham Audubon’s favorite summertime destination, the 
Autaugaville and Prattville area. Specifically, we will be 
visiting two sites on the Piedmont Plateau Birding Trail: 
Swift Creek Park and Cooters Pond. 
 
Swift Creek Park is a former Army Corp of Engineers site 
along the Alabama River which consists of a boat launch 
surrounded by a bottomland hardwood forest with sev-
eral trails leading to the river. The approach to the park is 
through a swamp in which there could lurk an American 
bittern. 
 
Cooters Pond sits on a bluff overlooking the Alabama 
River with its respective boat launch and picnic area 
amid an oak-pine forest. The park is managed by the city 
of Prattville on a lease from the State of Alabama. 
 
We will plan for a picnic lunch at Cooters Pond. In the 
event of inclement picnic weather, we will patronize a 
local eatery.  
 
Birds we hope to observe: resident woodpeckers, east-
ern phoebe, pied-billed grebe, American coot, red-
shouldered hawk, bald eagle, yellow-bellied sapsucker, 
northern harrier, wintering sparrows and ducks, winter 
wren, brown creeper and the aforementioned American 
bittern. 

Given the unpredictability of late winter weather, please 
plan accordingly. Dress and/or bring layered clothing, 
have plenty of water and hot drinks along with your spot-
ting scopes and cameras. Make sure you have a full tank 
of gas.  
 
Meeting Place: McDonald's Restaurant on US-31 
(across from the Galleria). 
Address: 1731 Montgomery Hwy, Hoover, AL 35244. 
Please park in the lot across from McDonald’s.   
 
Departure Time: We will leave at 7:00 a.m. for the drive 
down I-65 South to the Prattville/Autaugaville area. 
Please consider car-pooling. Additional details will be 
discussed prior to departure.  
 
Travel Time: Approximately an hour and thirty minutes.  
 
Destinations: Fields in the Autauga area, Swift Creek 
Park-Address: 2371 Hwy 14W, Autaugaville, AL 36003 
GPS: N 32.2438.98 W 86. 3745.27. Cooters Pond Ad-
dress: 1844 Cooters Pond Rd. Prattville, AL 36066 GPS: 
N 32.2541.55 W 86.2418.72 
 
Trip Leader: For further information, please contact 
Maureen Shaffer, trip leader, at 205-822-  

Tom Imhof Family Bird Walk/Great Backyard Bird Count 
In Partnership with the Birmingham Zoo 
February 16, 2013 - 8:00 a.m. - Half-day Field Trip 

For years Birmingham Audubon has held a family-
oriented bird walk in memory of long-time member Tom 
Imhof. Beginning at 8:00 a.m., we will gather at the Chil-
dren’s Zoo entrance gate and depart from there on our 
walk with members of Birmingham Audubon and Bir-
mingham Zoo bird curators serving as our expert guides 
to help with bird identification. 
 
The route will take us through the zoo, stopping in the 
Alabama Wilds and the water retention basin area where 
we are likely to see a variety of winter visitors and resi-
dent birds, and perhaps some shorebirds too. We will 
record our findings as we go, for reasons you will soon 
understand. 
 
It is no coincidence that we have scheduled this bird 
walk for the same weekend as the Great Backyard Bird 

Count (GBBC). Besides the National Audubon Society’s 
Christmas Bird Count, the GBBC is one of the better 
known “citizen science” projects that relies on ordinary 
citizens to gather and submit data on birds. At the con-
clusion of the bird walk, the data will be entered into the 
GBBC database. 
 
As noted on the its website (http://www.birdsource.org/
gbbc/), the Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual four-
day event that engages bird watchers of all ages in 
counting birds to create a real- time snapshot of where 
the birds are across the continent. Anyone can partici-
pate, from beginning bird watchers to experts. It takes as 
little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can count for as 
long as you like each day of the event. It’s free, fun, and 
easy - and it helps the birds.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Birmingham Audubon Society Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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Audubon Teaches Nature 
Return of the Spring Migrants ~ A Closer Look at our Favorite Birds 

Sunday, February 17th, 1:00 p.m. ~ Presented by Greg Harber 
Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

The promise of spring and the return of neotropical mi-
grants brightens our late winter days. Purple martins are 
among the earliest species to return to our coasts, as 
are swallow-tailed kites and a handful of warblers, such 
as northern parula, Louisiana waterthrush and protho-
notary warbler. The martins begin appearing on our 
coast in late January and by February are routinely 
seen throughout the state. The others – the kite and 
three warbler species – begin arriving on our shores by 
mid-March. Although the kites don’t breed near Birming-
ham, all three of the warblers do. This program will ex-
amine in detail the natural history of these birds.   

Following the program, rather than 
having our usual nature walk, we will 
join the AWC in cleaning the three sets of 
purple martin houses that they 
maintain in the park. This will en-
tail washing, disinfecting and rins-
ing the houses and re-hanging them 
once they are dry.  

I encourage you to bring your children – especially if 
they need to earn volunteer hours for school – and join 
in this most worthwhile and fun activity. 

Come a little early if you wish, as there will almost as-
suredly be a good selection of birds at the feeders to 
help you pass the time while you wait for the program to 
start. Refreshments will be served in the Observation 
Room beginning at 12:30 p.m. 

 

 

A generous gift was made during our 2012 Annual Fund 
drive to establish a scholarship honoring the late Dan 
Holliman, the first director of Audubon Mountain Work-
shop. 
 
Holliman, a member of the Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege faculty, accepted an invitation by Birmingham 
Audubon members who wished to continue a nature-
based workshop originated by Blanche Dean in the 
early 1950s. He wrote in the April 1984 Journal of Ala-
bama Science, “Since 1978 this activity has attracted 
naturalists who are intrigued by the concept of “outdoor” 
education. Participants come from all walks of life - 
teachers, doctors, lawyers, space engineers, business 
people, homemakers, senior citizens, and youngsters. 
Each person comes with a desire to learn about man’s 
place in the natural environment. The staff brings a 
broad range of expertise - botany, geology, zoology, 

history, education, and field techniques. Each teacher 
contributes a special interest, thus creating a “hands on” 
experience for their students.” 
 
The scholarship will be awarded to a current Birming-
ham-Southern College student. Criteria will be an-
nounced within the next few weeks and will be made 
available at www.birminghamaudubon.org. 
 
Thank you to all our donors who made a gift during the 
2012 Annual Fund to benefit Audubon Mountain Work-
shop. At deadline for this issue of Flicker Flashes, we 
have already received gifts from 63 members. If you 
would like information on contributing to the Holliman 
Scholarship Fund or to learn more about other giving 
opportunities, please contact me at 205-714-8227 or 
suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org. 
 

Audubon Mountain Workshop Scholarship to honor Dan Holliman 

Next month’s seminar: 

Dragonflies and Damselflies ~ 
Winged Wonders Around Us 

Sunday, March 24, 2013 2:00 p.m. ~ 
Steve Krotzer, Guest Speaker (Oak 
Mountain Interpretive Center) 

Solution to Cardinal State Birds: Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, North Carolina, Ohio, Virginia, West Virginia 
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Red is for Valentines! 
By Shirley Farrell 

We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems 
about birds, nature, wildlife, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker 
Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner?  
Send your ideas to: 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
Attn: Kids Corner 

200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Have you noticed all of the flying valentines at your feed-
ers or in your yard? OK, they are not really valentines, 
but for the month of February we can call them that. We 
have quite a few birds that are red! Of course the first 
bird that you may notice is the male northern cardinal, 
who is all red with a black mask. The female Cardinal is 
brown with a reddish bill. Seven states have named the 
northern cardinal as their state bird.  

Another red bird is the male house finches which have 
red heads, red rumps, and red chests. The female house 
finch however displays no red color.  

Of course, different woodpecker species show varying 
amounts of red. The redheaded woodpecker has an all 
red head. The red-bellied woodpecker has a red Mohawk 
and a bit of red blush on their bellies. The male downy 
and hairy woodpeckers each have a small red patch on 
the back of their heads. The females of these species do 
not have the red patches. Alabama’s state bird, the yel-
low hammer or northern flicker, has red moustache 
marks. The male yellow-bellied sapsucker has a red top 
on his head and a red throat. The male pileated wood-
pecker has a large red crest on his head. 

Another bird with red that you may find flying in large 
groups is the red-winged blackbird. The mature male will 
have a red patch on his wing. Females look like giant 
sparrows.  

During the summer we have many more birds with red in 
the state. Next month we will learn about two more birds 
with red that do not always migrate to Alabama during 
the winter, but they are here this winter!  

 

Now that we have identified our Valentine’s Birds, we 

need to give them a valentine’s! 

Other than filling bird feeders, a simple treat to make for 
birds is the pine cone feeder. You will need the following 
items: 

• Open pinecones  
• Long pieces (24”-36”) of string, ribbon, or monofila-

ment  
• Crunchy peanut butter  
• Birdseed   
• Paper plate 
• A bowl that is large enough to hold the pinecone on 

its side 
• Butter knife or spoon 
 
1. Stand the large end of the pine cone on the paper 

plate. Tie one long piece of string, ribbon, or mono-
filament (fishing line) to the cone. You will need to go 
down about three sections. Tie the string in a tight 
knot.Using the butter knife or spoon, scoop peanut 
butter into the open areas of the pinecone. Fill these 
areas. 

2. Cover the bottom of the bowl with birdseed. 
3. Place the pinecone on its side in the bowl. Roll the 

pinecone in the birdseed to cover the peanut butter.  
4. You can use sunflower seeds, chopped nuts, or 

dried fruits as optional items.  
5. Hang the Pinecone Feeder by tying the other end of 

the string to a tree branch. 
6. How many birds with red do you see enjoying your 

Valentine’s Day treat? 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Simple tips, fun facts and long looks at birds are the 
goals during our trip to Limestone Park in Alabaster. 
Come brush up your skills and see a variety of birds on 
March 3, 2013 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Limestone 
Park has great habitat including: old fields where mead-
owlarks and bluebirds may frequent, marshy areas 
where snipe may be working the soft ground and 
wetlands that support great blue herons, egrets 
and other waterfowl. The park’s new obser-
vation deck will provide us with both great 
views of the area and a place where we can 
sit and simply enjoy the birds. 

This will be a trip where we will be doing things 
such as demonstrating tips on how best to use binocu-
lars to first-time birders or anyone who is interested in 
brushing up on their skills. We simply ask that those folks 
who are comfortable with their binoculars to please be 
patient as we teach others an easy way to use binocu-
lars to successfully watch birds. 

Birmingham Audubon experts will also be offering some 

simple tips that can both add some fun to your birding 
experience and help you feel confident about the identifi-
cation of the birds you are seeing. For example, Lime-
stone Park has a variety of sparrows throughout its habi-
tats, and many people just throw up their hands when it 
comes to identifying them. They often simply call them 

“LBJs” (little brown jobs). Granted sparrows can 
be tricky, but that can add a fun and chal-
lenging aspect to one’s bird watching. This 

trip might provide us with the opportunity to 
help you identify such species as swamp, 
song, field and Lincoln’s sparrow, and we will 
teach you little tricks that will help you tell one 
from another. 

Reservations are requested for this event, so please 
feel free to sign up for this walk by calling the Birming-
ham Audubon Office at 714-8228 by March 1, 2013. De-
tails about the meeting time and directions will be given 
when reservations are made. Birmingham Audubon will 
be also providing binoculars for anyone who needs them. 
See you all there! 

Limestone Park Field Trip - An Educational Experience 
March 3, 2013 - 2:00 p.m. 
By Helena Uber-Wamble 

McWane Science Center and Birmingham Audubon will 
present “What Can We Learn from our Feathered 
Friends?” on February 5, 2013. This is the first Science 
Café in 2013, and the discussion will take place at Hart 
& Soul Coffee Company in the Edgewood Village section 
of Homewood. Science trivia begins at 5:30 p.m. and the 
lecture starts at 6:00 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. 
  
Kathy Fournier, McWane Science Center’s Vice Presi-
dent of Education, is one of the organizers of Science 
Café, and says that “the idea is to bring the general pub-
lic face-to-face with scientists in the comfortable atmos-

phere of a neighborhood hang-out.” She adds, “You 
don’t have to be a scientist to attend.” 
 
With the Great Backyard Bird Count just days after the 
event, this Science Café is a good forum to which to 
bring along friends who want to learn more about ob-
serving backyard birds. To learn more, visit 
www.mcwane.org or www.birminghamaudubon.org. 
 
Hart and Soul Coffee Company is located at 1014 Ox-
moor Road Homewood, Alabama 35209. Their phone 
number is 205-871-4420. 

Science Café: “What Can We Learn from our Feathered Friends?” 
February 5, 2013 

Tom Ulrich, well-known wildlife photographer, will be in town Friday, February 8, 2013.  Ulrich, from West Glacier 
Montana, will present, "Living Wild With Tom Ulrich" at 6:30 p.m. at the Birmingham Zoo Auditorium, 2630 Cahaba 
Road. The program is free and open to the public. For more information call 249-7154. 

Living Wild With Tom Ulrich - Friday, February 8, 2013 
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30 November through 27 December, 2012 

According to Bob Sargent, this is turning out to be an irruptive year for northern saw-whet owls. He says, “It seems 
obvious that these free-flying birds do not read the field guides. They go where they jolly-well please.” 
 
So far, the Sargents at Clay, and Fred and Brandee Moore up at Steele, have banded nearly 60 of these little owls this 
year. 

Other sightings were: 

11/30    Red-breasted Nuthatch; Hoover, Anne Miller checked with Cornell and found out that young birds possibly 
remain with the parents throughout the winter (AM). 

12/3 Surf Scoter (female); On a pond near Bessemer (SH). 

12/8  Hooded Merganser (a pair); Logan Martin Lake (RC). 

12/9 Common Loon; Logan Martin Lake (RC). 

12/12 Ruby-throated Hummingbird (banded, rare in winter);  
Mountain Brook (BS, MS). 

12/15 Bald Eagle (adult); Logan Martin Lake ( Later observed  
an eagle catch and fly off with a grebe after five  
attempts, “poor fisherman”) (RC). 

12/18 American Woodcock; Oxmoor Office Park,  
seen displaying, what a treat! (KW). 

12/22 Fox Sparrow (8); Clay, 30 in a flock were seen nearby,  
unusual (BS, MS). 

12/27 Calliope Hummingbird (banded); Mountain Brook (BS, MS). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for the February FF at least five days before the February 1
st
 deadline to: 

Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 
annmiller520@aol.com 

Ross Cohen 
Sharon Hudgins 
Anne Miller 

Fred and Brandee Moore 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Ken Wills 

Additionally, the Birmingham Zoo will hold a variety of 
bird related activities for children following the bird walk. 
You, your children or grandchildren are sure to enjoy 
themselves as we search for our fine-feathered friends, 
and you’ll learn a thing or two about the GBBC process 
along the way. Make your plans now to join us. 
 
 

 
 
Visit the zoo web site for further information: http://
www.birminghamzoo.com/ 
 
Trip Plans: Meet at the Birmingham Zoo’s Children’s 
Zoo Entrance gate at 8:00 a.m. 
  
Trip Leaders: Greg Harber (251-2133), and Jamie No-
bles (Zoo staff). 

(Continued from page 2) Tom Imhof Bird Walk 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

����  I want to opt-out of receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 
Full-time Students $15.00 

 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

 

Send application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
200 19th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides 
you access to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birming-
ham to support local activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

— AND/OR —  
 

2. Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org.  Birmingham Audubon 
Society serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a 
membership to Birmingham Audubon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the Na-
tional Audubon magazine. Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of 
your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

Cardinal State Birds 

Can you unscramble the state below to see who has the northern cardinal as their state birds? 

iiillson   _____________________ 

aaiidnn   _____________________ 

cekkntyu  _____________________ 

rtnho aacilnor  _____________________ 

iooh    _____________________ 

agiiinrv   _____________________ 

eswt iiivragn  _____________________ 

(Continued from page 4) Kids Corner 
 

Answers on page 3 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on 
recycled paper 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
 
Mailing Address: 
Birmingham Audubon Society 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 
 
Email: basoffice@birminghamaudubon.org 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 
 
Executive Director: (205) 714-8227 
Education Director:  (205) 714-8228 

Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by 
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Ty Keith (205) 602-8037 
Graphic Design:  Donna Shook 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Copies of Flicker Flashes can be viewed and downloaded from our web site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 

 

March 2013 February 2013 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, March issue 

2 Field Trip, Prattville and Cooters Pond 

16 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Tom Imhof Zoo bird walk & Great Backyard Bird 
Count  

17 Audubon Teaches Nature,  Greg Harber, 
“Return of the Spring  Migrants - A Closer Look at 
our Favorite Birds” 
Alabama Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

21 Board Meeting, Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
(BBG), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Maureen Shaffer “Birmingham Audubon - Past and 
Present” 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, April  issue 

2 1/2 day Field Trip, Sessions Sanctuary  
Workday  

2 Field Trip, Brookside  

9 Watercress Darter NWR Workday, 9:00 a.m. 

24 Audubon Teaches Nature,  Steve Krotzer, 
“Dragonflies and Damselflies - Winged Wonders 
Around Us” 
Oak Mountain Interpretive Center, 2:00 p.m. 

21 Board Meeting, Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
(BBG), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. TBA 

23 Field Trip, Tuscaloosa and Moundville,  
7:00 a.m. 

3 Limestone Park Field Trip - An Educational  
Experience 2:00 p.m. Reservation requested. 

5 Birmingham Science Café, “What Can We Learn 
from our Feathered Friends”. Hart and Soul Coffee 
Company, 5:30 p.m. 


