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January Monthly Meeting 

“The Ratites and Podocarps of Aotearoa or 
Flightless Birds and Unique Plants of New Zealand” 

Presented by: Ellen W. McLaughlin, Professor Emeritus 
Department of Biology, Samford University 

Thursday, January 17, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 
Birmingham Zoo Auditorium  

New Zealand, “the land of the long, white cloud,” is 

home to many species of animals and plants found no-

where else in the world. Among these are two prominent 

flightless birds, the living Kiwi and the extinct 

Moa. This program will describe the adapta-

tions made by these birds to a flightless 

existence including skeletal changes, 

habitat preference, food procurement, 

reproduction and ecology.  

In addition to the aforementioned birds, 

New Zealand is also home to giant tree 

ferns and the great podocarp forests. These forests 

which are composed of endemic lichens and mosses 

and two primarily Southern hemisphere dwelling plant 

families, Podocarpaceae and Auriacariaceae, will also 

be touched on during this program. Some of the trees in 

these forests rival the eucalyptus and the redwoods as 

the largest in the world. 

Ellen McLaughlin is a retired Professor emeritus from 

the Biology Department at Samford University. 

Her extensive travels include trips to New 

Zealand, China, Mongolia and the Middle 

East (Israel and Jordan). She currently 

teaches the following one day courses for 

beginner naturalists offered through the 

Samford After Sundown continuing educa-

tion program: “The Forest Floor”, “Tree Bark Biota and 

Identification”, “Use of the Microscope”, “Insects”, 

“Aquatic Biology”, “Wildflowers” and “Beginning Birding.” 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
An Introduction to Birds of Prey 

Sunday, January 20th, 2:00 p.m. ~ Presented by Nature’s Echo 
Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

The month of January is a good time to look for raptors 
in Alabama. Their silhouettes are easy to spot in trees 
bereft of their leaves, and a long drive through the 
countryside can reward you with sightings of multiple 
species that are found here in the winter. To whet your 
appetite, we have arranged once again to feature rap-
tors as our topic for the January Audubon Teaches Na-
ture seminar. 

Nature’s Echo (http://www.naturesecho.org) will present 

two programs featuring majestic birds of prey.  Every-
one is fascinated by raptors so we are offering pro-
grams at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Although there is no 
charge for this program after park admission, seating is 
limited (60 seats per program) and pre-registration is 
strongly recommended to ensure you have a seat. You 
may pre-register by contacting Jay Eubanks, Director of 
Education at the Alabama Wildlife Center. Participants 
may e-mail Jay at jeubanks@awrc.org or call 205-663-
7930, ext. 4. Please leave a detailed message that in-

(Continued on page 6) 
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January Field Trips 

East Lake and Roebuck Springs 
January 5, 2013 - 7:00 a.m. - Half day field trip 

MEETING PLACE: McDonald's Restaurant Address: 
1569 Montclair Road Birmingham, AL 35210. Please park 
behind the building. 
 
DEPARTURE TIME: We will leave at 7 A.M. for the short 
trip to East Lake Park. Please consolidate rides as much 
as possible. 
 
DESTINATIONS: East Lake Park (84th St. N. Birmingham 
AL GPS 33 34N 43 32W) and Roebuck Springs (8920 
Roebuck Blvd Birmingham AL) 
 
January's half-day field trip will feature two local birding 
favorites: East Lake Park and Roebuck Springs.  Our first 
stop will be East Lake Park, a magnet site on the Appala-
chian Highlands Birding Trail. The designation "magnet" 
means the site has a high concentration of birds making it 
relatively easy for beginners to enjoy observing birds with-
out the skills and equipment of advanced birders. East 
Lake Park fits that description perfectly.  
 
The lake and surrounding area was planned in 1886 by 
the East Lake Land Company. Using water from Roebuck 
Springs and Village Creek, they created this 45 acre lake 
within a 100 acre park. Historically, the park has served 
as a zoo, hosted band concerts in the pavilion and water 
skiing exhibitions on the lake. Boating, fishing, swimming 
plus riding on a steamboat were favorite activities of early 
park visitors. There is no steamboat now, but with the en-

circling walking path visitors can exercise, fish and enjoy 
this bit of nature in the city.  
 
Birds we can expect to observe: resident woodpeckers, 
eastern phoebes, pied-billed grebes, American coots, red-
shouldered hawk, wood ducks, yellow-bellied sapsuckers, 
yellow-rumped warblers and possibly some wintering duck 
species.  
 
But the stars of the show would be the two species of 
night-herons. Thanks to the Birmingham Audubon Con-
servation Committee, these wonderful waders have safe 
nesting trees on Heron Island, which sits in the middle of 
the lake. Hopefully, one or two will be paying the lake a 
visit while we are there.  
 
Our next stop will be at Roebuck Springs (Don Hawkins 
Park). Hooded mergansers swim in the water flowing from 
the pool, and we may catch a peek at wood ducks. We 
may also see several woodpecker species, as well as 
brown-headed nuthatches, wintering sparrows, yellow-
rumped warblers, and other winter passerines. Roebuck 
Springs is also home to the endangered water- cress 
darter. The spring is one of the five springs in Jefferson 
County in which this fish may be found.  
 
TRIP LEADER: For further information or your questions 
answered, please contact Susan Barrow, trip leader, at 
(Home) 205-942-8667 (Cell) 205-253-8667. 
 

Guntersville 
January 19, 2013 - 7:00 a.m. 

MEETING PLACE: We will depart from the Birmingham Bo-
tanical Gardens (2612 Lane Park Birmingham, AL 35223) at 
7:00 am, and then we will reconvene at the Burger King in 
Guntersville (1929 Gunter Ave Guntersville, AL 35976) at 
approximately 9:00 am. Please consolidate in as few vehi-
cles as possible. 
 
On January 19, 2013, Birmingham Audubon will host a field 
trip to the Guntersville, Alabama area. Guntersville is adja-
cent to an impounded portion of the Tennessee River, which 
provides winter habitat for thousands of ducks, loons, 
grebes, coots and raptor species. The city has built a series 
of parks along the water that provide easy access to the 
river for fishermen, boaters and birders. We will make exten-
sive use of these parks during our visit. 
 
A trip to the near-by Guntersville Dam will also be on our 
agenda. The park surrounding the dam has hosted an easily 

viewed bald eagle nest for the past several years. Many 
gulls also find the area below the dam an excellent place for 
fishing. 
 
Because of the season and the city’s location in the Tennes-
see Valley, weather for this trip can be quite unpredictable. 
Please come prepared for varying weather conditions and 
temperatures that may be lower than that predicted for the 
Birmingham metro area. Dressing in layers is highly recom-
mended. 
 
We are planning for a picnic lunch, but there are opportuni-
ties to purchase your lunch in Guntersville. It will be your 
option.  
 
TRIP LEADER: Ty Keith. If you have any questions or need 
further information, he may be reached at (205) 602-8037 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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Duck, Duck, Goose 
By Shirley Farrell 

We are looking for artists and writers: Send us your pictures, journal pages, stories and poems 
about birds, nature, wildlife, etc. If selected, your original work will be published in the Flicker 
Flashes. 
 
Do you have any suggestions as to what you would like to read about in Kid's Corner?  
Send your ideas to: 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
Attn: Kids Corner 

200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Birding around large bodies of water during this time of 
year allows you to see many duck and geese species 
that spend their winters in Alabama. So what’s the differ-
ence between ducks and geese? Although I am present-
ing general statements, there are always exceptions to 
the rules!  
 
Both are waterfowl with webbed feet and are hunted dur-
ing the wintertime. Geese are much larger and usually 
have longer necks than ducks. Male ducks are more col-
orful than geese. Male ducks look different from female 
ducks, whereas male and female geese look alike. The 
sound from geese is honk-like, while ducks go quack! 
Geese are generally more aggressive than ducks. Goose 
down, the short, fluffy feathers that keep the bird’s body 
warm, are used by people in comforters, coats and ski- 
vests. 
 
Geese generally eat grains and plants. You may find 
them feeding along the edge of the water or in fields, 
parks, and other grassy areas. Ducks generally feed in 
the water. Some ducks, like the merganser, eat fish, 
frogs, and invertebrates. Some ducks, like the mallard, 
eat plants. However, be careful because not all of the 
birds on the water are ducks or geese. You may see 
American coots. These small black birds swim with their 
heads bobbing like a chicken and are related to rails. 
The loon is a large diving bird with a large bill and a 
haunting song. Grebes are small to medium size birds 
with long necks. The large white birds flying or sitting on 
the water may be gulls. Most are usually ring-billed gulls.  
 
Don’t duck the opportunity to see these waterfowl. Grab 
your binoculars and see how many different duck and 
geese species you can find! 

 

Winter Water Birds 
 

How many can you find? 

BUFFLEHEAD CANADA COOT 

DUCK GADWALL GOLDENEYE 

GOOSE GREBE LOON 

MALLARD MERGANSER PINTAIL 

REDHEAD RINGNECKED ROSS 

SCAUP SHOVELER SNOW 

WOOD     

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/free-puzzlemaker/ 
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When you volunteer with the Birmingham Audubon, it’s 

not always simply hard work. You gain the opportunity to 

touch young lives while having entertaining and enriching 

social interactions. 

The simple act of teaching children to successfully use 

binoculars is socially rewarding. There is perhaps no 

better feeling then knowing that a child is excited about 

seeing a wild bird close-up through optics for the first 

time. The entertaining aspect of this action is that some 

of the children are even excited when they spot an east-

ern gray squirrel or an eastern chipmunk through the 

binoculars, a pair of animals that most of us do not even 

notice. 

Another entertaining moment provided by the children is 

when they spot a northern cardinal or American robin. 

They most often say “Look it’s a red robin!” This gives 

the volunteer a chance to explain that “Red Robin” is a 

restaurant, not a bird. The kids in a chorus sing the jingle 

from the restaurant’s commercials, “Red Robin ---

YUMMMMMMM!” This shows the volunteer the impact 

that television and advertising has on young minds, while 

providing an opportunity to connect with the group at this 

point. One can not be too serious when teaching these 

groups, they are kids. They need structure, but they also 

want to have fun. By using comparisons that they can 

relate to and phrases that they recognize, kids are more 

likely to remember the lesson that a red robin is not 

really a bird at all. They take home the knowledge that 

the bird that they saw is either a male cardinal or a robin 

instead of a made-up advertising icon.  

Helping out at the Nature Scope area at McWane Sci-

ence Center can also provide some enlightening volun-

teer experiences as well. Louise Ayer remembers one 

time when she was helping with a program, and she no-

ticed a young boy and his mother listening to the bird 

calls on The Birds of Alabama interactive exhibit. The 

boy would push a buttons to activate the bird’s call and 

intently listen to the bird‘s call. His mother would then 

read to him the information provided about the bird he 

just heard. They were performing this ritual with each 

bird in sequence, until the exhibit unexpectedly shut off. 

The boy began to cry as he was really engaged with this 

exhibit.  Louise Ayer found someone who could fix the 

problem, but because it was going to take a while for the 

exhibit’s systems to reboot she had to ask the boy and 

his mother to come back in a few minutes and try again. 

The boys face lit up when he found out that he would be 

able to finish all the birds on the tree as he was blind, 

and this was one exhibit that he could both use and en-

joy. The coolest part of this experience to Louise Ayer is 

when they came back to the exhibit the boy remembered 

each bird’s sound that he previously heard before the 

exhibit.  

Volunteering for the Birmingham Audubon Education 

Department allows you to connect with kids and adults 

while having fun! Volunteers can help with the In-School 

programs by either leading or assisting with the classes. 

There are opportunities to volunteer on the bird walks at 

the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. You can help at our 

Audubon Mountain Workshop this spring with the Young 

Naturalist program, or you can assist in the many areas 

of camp preparation. You can be a part of the Teacher 

Nature Camp at the Wehle Center this summer too. Join 

us and watch how volunteering can enrich your life!  

 

Views from our Educational Volunteers 
By Helena Uber-Wamble 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gifts: 
 

Gifts to the Walter Coxe Research Fund from Michael F. Ford in honor of Judge & Mrs. Charles C. Partin 
and from Mrs. Charles C. Partin in honor of her brother, Michael F. Ford 
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8 September through 28 November, 2012 

Whooping crane Operation Migration 2012 was well covered by Donna Shook via BAS Birding.  As of 9 November the Eastern Mi-
gratory Population numbered 110 birds maximum, consisting of 57 males and 53 females. Of course only a few birds migrate each 
year. Two of the most popular spots that they sometimes have been spotted during their previous journeys through Alabama Chilton 
and Walker counties. Their final destination is St. Marks NWR in Florida. 
 
This year’s migration is complete. If you want to follow the action next year simply join the BAS BIRDING group on Yahoo.com for up 
to date information.  Many thanks to all the loyal supporters that voted for Forever Wild!!! 
 

Please submit sightings for the February FF at least five days before the January 1st deadline to: 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209  ·  annmiller520@aol.com 

Other sightings were: 

9/8      Common Tern; Oak Mountain State Park, rarely seen inland (DM). 

10/1    Yellow-billed Cuckoo; House Wren; Gray-cheeked, Swainson’s and Wood Thrushes; Botanical Gardens (KA). 
White-throated Sparrow (early?) Clay (BS, MS). 

10/3    Rose-breasted Grosbeak (a siege of); Pine Siskin; Clay (BS, MS). 

10/8   Blue-headed Vireo; Magnolia and Bay-breasted Warblers; Summer Tanager;  Botanical Gardens (KA). 

10/21  Sedge Wren; Lincoln’s Sparrow; While creeping through the swamp, Limestone Park (GJ). 

10/29  Saw-whet Owl (first banded this year), 25 banded so far as of 27/11; Clay (BS, MS) 

10/30 Cooper ’s hawk, flew into the yard, chewed on potted plant and a ceramic figurine; Indian Springs (KK) 

11/3 Pied-billed Grebe (7); Double-crested Cormorant (40); American White Pelican (6); Choccolocco Creek (RC). 

11/7 Purple Finch (3 f. 1m.); Irondale (SH, DH).  

11/10 Great Black-backed Gull (1st cycle); Guntersville. Even though it is seen regularly on Dauphin Island, it is rare inland 
(GJ). 

11/11 Bald Eagle; Herring Gull; Choccolocco Creek (RC). 

11/14 Common Loon (3); Bonaparte’s Gull (12); Lake Purdy (HW, AC). 

11/24 Orange-crowned Warbler; Ruffner Mountain (GH, GW). 
Wood Duck (2 males); Railroad Park (GH, earlier JG, JF). 

11/28 Black-chinned Hummingbird (banded); Emerald Valley Lake (BS, MS). 

Contributors: 

 

Ken Archambault 
Alice Christenson 
Ross Cohen 
Jean Folsom 

Jessica Germany 
Stan and Dana Hamilton 
Greg Harber 
Greg Jackson 

Karen Kendall 
Dick Mills 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Donna Shook 

Gary Walker 
Harriett Wright 

2013 Audubon Mountain Workshop 
May 9-12 

Mentone, AL 

Copies of the 2013 AMW Brochure are included in this edition.   
Register today! Watch for updates at www.birminghamaudubon.org. 
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48th Annual BAS Fall Count 
Saturday, September 29, 2012 

Count day conditions ranged from partly cloudy to completely overcast, with some parties having intermittent rain show-
ers. Temperatures ranged from 65-84 degrees. These conditions may account, in part, for the dearth of birds observed 
during the count. 24 observers in 9 parties spent 80 hours in the field with an additional 3.2 hours devoted to owling; cov-
ered 763 miles by car and 20.5 miles on foot, tallying 105 species on count day, with 2 count week species. Special 
thanks to Hans Paul and Lori Oswald, our compilation hosts, and to all who spent time afield. Greg Harber, Compiler. 
 
Observers by party, leaders in boldface: John Imhof, Frank Farrell, Bruce Hollingworth, Sandra Allinson, David George, 
Katherine Bouma, GiGi Douban, Ty Keith, Matt Hughes, Greg Popwell, Ken Archambault, Greg Harber, Bianca Allen, 
Diane Dickinson, Jessica Germany, Edith Hunt, Harold Jones, Lee Jones, Maureen Shaffer, Sallie Brice, Allen Brice, 
Greg Jackson, Jim Sherrill, Sharon Hudgins. 

Canada Goose 510 
Wood Duck 13 
Mallard 64 
Northern Shoveler 1 
Ring-necked Duck 1 
Wild Turkey 16 
Pied-billed Grebe 12 
Double-crested Cormorant 209 
Great Blue Heron 56 
Great Egret 178 
Little Blue Heron 1 
Cattle Egret 52 
Green Heron 4 
Black-crowned Night Heron 7 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 2 
Black Vulture 8 
Turkey Vulture 50 
Osprey 2 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 
Cooper's Hawk 6 
Red-shouldered Hawk 19 
Red-tailed Hawk 17 
American Kestrel 4 
American Coot 2 
Killdeer 76 
Greater Yellowlegs 1 
Rock Pigeon 175 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 4 
Mourning Dove 361 
Common Ground-Dove 2 
Eastern Screech-Owl CW 
Great Horned Owl 6 
Barred Owl 5 
Chimney Swift 111 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 12 
Belted Kingfisher 23 
Red-headed Woodpecker 35 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 64 
Downy Woodpecker 54 
Hairy Woodpecker 1 
Northern Flicker 12 
Pileated Woodpecker 19 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 13 
Empidonax Species 3 
Eastern Phoebe 87 
Loggerhead Shrike 6 
White-eyed Vireo 20 
Yellow-throated Vireo 1 
Philadelphia Vireo 3 
Red-eyed Vireo 4 
Blue Jay 205 
American Crow 475 
Fish Crow 11 
Tree Swallow 102 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 5 
Barn Swallow 2 
Carolina Chickadee 133 
Tufted Titmouse 109 
White-breasted Nuthatch 32 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 33 
Carolina Wren 96 
House Wren 3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 4 
Eastern Bluebird 144 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 2 
Swainson's Thrush 10 
Wood Thrush 4 
American Robin 47 
Gray Catbird 24 
Northern Mockingbird 176 
Brown Thrasher 66 
European Starling 784 
Tennessee Warbler 17 
Orange-crowned Warbler 1 

Nashville Warbler 1 
Northern Parula 1 
Yellow Warbler 1 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 2 
Magnolia Warbler 8 
Black-throated Green Warbler 6 
Pine Warbler 21 
Prairie Warbler CW 
Palm Warbler 16 
American Redstart 29 
Common Yellowthroat 18 
Hooded Warbler 2 
Yellow-breasted Chat 2 
Eastern Towhee 42 
Chipping Sparrow 37 
Field Sparrow 14 
Savannah Sparrow 2 
Song Sparrow 1 
White-throated Sparrow 1 
Sparrow species 4 
Summer Tanager 10 
Scarlet Tanager 1 
Northern Cardinal 190 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 18 
Blue Grosbeak 2 
Indigo Bunting 34 
Red-winged Blackbird 55 
Eastern Meadowlark 27 
Common Grackle 25 
Brown-headed Cowbird 110 
House Finch 67 
American Goldfinch 3 
House Sparrow 60 
 
Total 5,628 

cludes your name, telephone number, and the number of 
people in your group who would like to attend. Note that 
there are two presentations scheduled, so plan your visit 
accordingly. 

Be sure to bring your kids and grandkids, and your best 
camera too!  Plus, there will almost assuredly be a good 
selection of birds at the feeders to help you pass the 
time while you wait for the program to start. Refresh-
ments will  

 
 
be served in the Observation Room beginning at 12:30 
p.m. 

Next month’s seminar:   

Return of the Spring Migrants ~ A Closer Look at our 
Favorite Birds 

Sunday, February 17th, 2:00 p.m. ~ Greg Harber, Guest 
Speaker (AWC) 

(Continued from page 1) ATN 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

����  I want to opt-out of receiving a printed copy of Flicker Flashes 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

 

Send application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
200 19th Street North 

Birmingham, AL 35203-3117 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C2ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only membership provides 
you access to all chapter activities and benefits including the chapter newsletter, Flicker Flashes. All dues stay in Birming-
ham to support local activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

— AND/OR —  
 

2. Join National Audubon Society directly through the National Audubon website www.audubon.org.  Birmingham Audubon 
Society serves as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a 
membership to Birmingham Audubon Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the Na-
tional Audubon magazine. Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage of 
your dues are returned to the Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

Join us this winter for a Family Bird Walk led by mem-
bers of Birmingham Audubon. On this full day trip, we 
will travel to Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, a water-
fowl hot spot. There we will locate and identify some of 
the migratory waterfowl that congregate in this diverse 
habitat.  
 
We will meet and carpool to the refuge. Our first stop will 
be Wheeler Visitor Center and wildlife observation build-
ing to get familiar with some of the birds we might see 
when we go out behind the locked gates of the refuge. 
Canada geese, snow geese, sand hill cranes, buffle-
heads, American coots, mallards, white pelicans and 
many other species of duck and woodland birds may be 
seen throughout the day. 
 

Birmingham Audubon will provide binoculars for your 
use. Spotting scopes will be set up for closer views of 
birds that may be a little further out. A parent or grand-
parent must accompany children on this outing. 
 
Space is limited so sign up soon! Reserve a spot by 
calling the Birmingham Audubon Office at 205-714-
8228 by January 14, 2013. 
 
 
Date:  Monday January 21, 2013 
Meeting time:  8:00 am 
 
Details will be emailed to you after you sign up.   

Waterfowl Family Fun Bird Walk 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on 
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February 2013 

5 Birmingham Science Café, “What Can we Learn from 
our Feathered Friends,” Hart and Soul Coffee Company, 
5:30 p.m. 

16 Great Backyard Bird Walk and Event, Birmingham Zoo 

17 Audubon Teaches Nature, Greg Harber,  
“Return of the Spring Migrants,” Alabama Wildlife Center 
at Oak Mountain State Park, 2:00 p.m. 

21 Board Meeting, Location TBA (check website, call office) 
5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

  

  

  

January 2013 

5 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip, East Lake and Roebuck Springs, 
7 a.m. 

17 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo  
Auditorium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Ellen McLaughlin, “Flightless Birds and Unique Plants of 
New Zealand” 

19 BAS Field Trip, Guntersville, 7 a.m. 

20 Audubon Teaches Nature, Nature’s Echo, “Birds of 
Prey,” Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State 
Park, 2:00 p.m. 

21 Waterfowl Family Fun Bird Walk, Wheeler National Wild-
life Refuge, 8:00 a.m. 

  

12 Watercress Darter NWR Workday, 9 a.m.  


