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March Monthly Meeting 

Trails of Africa 
Presented by: William R. Foster, D.V.M. 
Thursday, March 18, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. 

Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

With its botanical and cultural emersion-themed motif, 
Trails of Africa has been designed to create an immedi-
ate impact as a prestigious, world-class community as-
set. 
 
William R. Foster, D.V.M., has been the Chief Executive 
Officer and Director of The Birmingham Zoo since 2004. 
While under Foster's direction, The Birmingham Zoo 
completed the Junior League of Birmingham-Hugh Kaul 
Children's Zoo in April 2005, which is a $15 million an-
chor exhibit dedicated to children and is devoted to ur-
ban, rural and wild animals and environs of Alabama. Dr. 
Foster also has led The Birmingham Zoo to record atten-
dance as The Birmingham Zoo was 
named the #1 tourist attraction in the 
State of Alabama by the Alabama Bu-
reau of Tourism and Travel. Under Dr. 
Foster's tenure, The Birmingham Zoo is 
living up to American Zoo and Aquarium 
Association's tough accreditation stan-
dards, which only the very best zoos in 
the United States can meet. The Bir-
mingham Zoo has seen a 62% increase 
in attendance since privatization. It is 
now the third fastest growing accredited 
zoo. With regard to The Birmingham 
Zoo and its charitable responsibility, 
Charity Navigator, America's premier charity evaluator, 
announced the Zoo has earned the highest 4-star rating 
for its ability to efficiently manage and grow its finances 
for the third year in a row. Only 12% of the charities rated 
have received at least two consecutive 4-star evalua-
tions, indicating that Birmingham Zoo outperforms most 
charities in America in its efforts to operate in the most 
fiscally responsible way possible. The Birmingham Zoo 
continues to receive recognition from publications such 
as Birmingham Parent Magazine. Recently, in a survey 
from Birmingham Parent Magazine, The Birmingham 
Zoo was named as the top family favorite for "Place to 
Spend the Afternoon" and also was named "Favorite 

Family Attraction." Foster continues to lead The Birming-
ham Zoo towards a positive future and is committed to 
aggressive growth and operational excellence. Most re-
cently, Foster has unveiled Birmingham Zoo's newest 
attraction, Kangaroo Kountry, which exhibits red kanga-
roos, wallabies and two Southern Hairy Nosed Wombats 
directly from Sydney, Australia. Dr. Foster has also un-
veiled plans for a major new exhibit, a $15 million, 14-
acre showcase for African beasts and birds to be called 
Trails of Africa. Trails of Africa is expected to open by 
2011. 
 
Foster, a leading zoo management authority on the na-

tional scene, is past president of the 
Association of Zoos and Aquarium 
(AZA). Prior to the Birmingham Zoo, 
Foster was the president and Executive 
Director of the Louisville Zoo. While at 
the Louisville Zoo, he oversaw the com-
plete transformation of the Louisville 
Zoo into a world-class zoo attraction. He 
is past president of the American Asso-
ciation of Zoo Veterinarians, and has 
published several academic articles on 
veterinary medicine during his career. 
He currently serves as on the Board of 
Directors of the Dian Fossey Gorilla 

Fund International, a worldwide effort to reserve the en-
dangered mountain gorilla of Africa. 
 
Dr. Foster earned his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and 
Bachelor of Science degrees from Tuskegee University. 
The Birmingham Zoo is a fully accredited non-profit zoo-
logical park with a diverse collection of over 700 species 
from around the world, which includes many endangered 
species, centrally located on a 122-acre site. The Zoo 
offers many events and programs throughout the year to 
advance its mission, which is to instill in its visitors and 
other interested parties an appreciation of wildlife that 
will promote the conservation of natural resources. 
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November 29, 2009 through January 20, 2010  

An 8th year returning, banded Rufous Hummingbird female still refuses to be captured in Huffman. Several Rufous 
remained for the Christmas Bird Count. 
   
On 1 January a Calliope Hummingbird, 2nd year, was banded at the home of Jennie Lusk at Indian Springs.  
A 2nd year banded Ruby-throated Hummingbird in Mountain Brook was possibly the rarest bird of this winter sea-
son. It seemed to be very healthy.  
 
The Sargents have been VERY BUSY.  

Other sightings were: 

 
11/29 

 
Thayer's Gull, 1st winter; Guntersville (SMcC).  

 
12/20 

 
Pacific Loon; Eared Grebe (5); a lingering Barn Swallow; Guntersville (SMcC).  

 
12/26 

 
Glaucous Gull, 1st cycle; Guntersville (SMcC).  

 
12/30 

 
Common Yellowthroat, male; Coosa River, while fishing (DM,BS) 

1/2 
 
Brown Creeper: a “lifer” Alabaster (DS) 
Bald Eagle; Emerald Valley Lake (WM, reported by BS) 

 
1/5 

 
Purple Finch (75+); Pine Siskin (“a decent number”); Clay (BS,MS) 

 
1/14 

 
Surf Scoter; Ross’s Goose; Cackling Goose (5); Wheeler Refuge (DC,SD et al) 

1/20 
 
Northern Saw-whet Owl; Recaptured. Originally from Ontario, Canada. Total of 13 owls for this winter. Clay 
(BS,MS) 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for April FF at least five days before the March 1st deadline to: 
Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Dwight Cooley 
Scot Duncan and his class, Birmingham Southern College 
Jennie Lusk 
Wade Mahkle 
Dick Mills 
Steve McConnell 
Bob and Martha Sargent 
Donna Shook 
Bob Stiles 
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NatureScope Exhibit Opens at McWane Science Center 
in Partnership with the Birmingham Audubon Society 

Saturday, March 13, 2010 

The new NatureScope exhibit at the McWane Science 
Center will usher in an exciting era in the long, storied 
history of the Birmingham Audubon Society.  The BAS 
office opened at McWane in June 2007 with Bianca Allen 
as our Administrative Director, and BAS volunteers have 
given a few bird programs in the intervening years.  But 
as the saying goes, “Baby, you ain’t seen nothing yet!”  
Integral to NatureScope will be a new log cabin-themed 
office reminiscent of the type of housing where 
John James Audubon himself might have lived.  
The office will be adjacent to a presentation 
stage, where BAS and other programs, and 
the occasional live animal show, will occur. 
 
NatureScope will introduce visitors to Ala-
bama’s diversity of life through birds and 
insects and the relationships that sustain 
it. The exhibit will focus on the integral role 
animals play in our lives and importance of healthy eco-
systems that benefit all. This exhibit will also highlight the 
state’s natural resources and invite visitors to get outside 
and experience what this region has to offer.  This area 
will showcase artifacts from McWane Science Center’s 
natural history collection and where appropriate, displays 
and compelling interactive stations that emphasize edu-
cational principles.  Educational programs on the stage 
will reinforce and expand the messages of the surround-
ing exhibits. 
 

• Biodiversity- Alabama has one of the nation’s 

highest levels of biodiversity.  Retaining biodiver-

sity is an important value. 

• Ecosystems- Humans and animals depend on 

the complex relationships between diverse or-

ganisms and their environment to succeed.  

Healthy ecosystems are key to a healthy Ala-

bama. 

• Habitats- Organisms lives in certain areas that 

can change over time due to many factors. 

(seasonal change, habitat destruction, competi-

tion, etc.) Organisms have specific adaptations 

that help them succeed in their habitats. 

• Alabama’s rich biodiversity and varied ecosys-

tems are the focus of many hobbyist and natural-

ist groups that welcome participation.  Many 

hobbies and activities revolve around better un-

derstanding the natural world.   

 
A particularly interesting and highly visible aspect of the 
NatureScope exhibit will be two large trees that will dis-
play a variety of bird specimens from the McWane Sci-
ence Center collections.  Panels containing text and 

graphics will list interesting facts about the birds and sug-
gestions as to where they can be found in Alabama.  
Many of the specimens were inherited from the Birming-
ham Public Library collections, which traces its origins to 
many individuals who would later form the nucleus of 
what would become the Birmingham Audubon Society.  
So, in a way, BAS is returning home to roost. 
 

Helena Uber-Wamble, our Education Director, 
came on board last fall and has been diligently 
working with the Education Committee to de-
velop programs that can be presented by 
volunteers in school classrooms, clubs, envi-
ronmental education fairs, home school 
groups and other similar venues.  The 
NatureScope exhibit will add another ex-
citing dimension to our educational out-
reach efforts. 

 
As anyone who has visited the McWane Science Center 
can attest, this attraction is very popular with school chil-
dren and families.   NatureScope will provide a ready-
made outlet for BAS to reach and serve the Birmingham 
community.  This new venue, with its full-featured pres-
entation stage, provides BAS with an almost unlimited 
horizon for educational opportunities.  And, as with any 
endeavor, we are limited only by the scope of our collec-
tive vision.  All BAS members are encouraged to contrib-
ute their time and talents as we share with the Birming-
ham community the joy and wonder that we find in birds. 
 
Stay tuned for further information on how you can con-
tribute to this exciting new endeavor.  Now, more than 
ever, your time and talents are needed if we are to fulfill 
our mission of being a strong advocate in our community 
for birds and conservation of the habitats on which they, 
and we, depend.  For more information about the 
NatureScope exhibit visit:  http://www.mcwane.org/
exhibits/naturescope_-_coming_soon 
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March Field Trips 

Saginaw Swamp Area - Half-day Trip 
Saturday, March 6th, 7:00 a.m. 

Meet in the parking area for Target just across from the 
McDonald's at the Colonial shopping complex at I-65S 
Exit 238 at 7 a.m. To get to the Target: Proceed south on 
I-65 to Exit 238 (Saginaw Alabaster Columbiana). Turn 
left off of the exit onto US 31 S. If you are coming from 
the south, take the 238 Exit off of I-65 and turn right onto 
US 31 S. Go to the second traffic light and turn right into 
the parking areas for the mall. You will see the McD on 
your left. Turn left at the stop sign, the parking area 
where we will meet will be on your right. Parking at the 
swamp in Saginaw is limited, please consolidate rides as 
much as possible.  
 
At the time of this writing, water levels were high at both 
the swamp and Limestone Park. Be prepared for muddy 
soft walking. After birding at the swamp, we will visit 

Limestone Park, which is a City of Alabaster park, some-
times known as the "model airplane park." Please be 
aware that the park is leased by the Radio Control 
Assoc. We have an agreement that care will be exer-
cised not to interfere with the operation of the model 
planes. Limestone Park is good habitat for Eastern 
Meadowlarks and wintering sparrows in the fields and 
birds of the water in the pond and seasonal pools. 
 
For our midday meal, choices are as follows: an abun-
dance of shopping mall restaurants, other fast food 
places or Vizzini Farms and Vinyard which serves an 
Italian brunch on Saturdays beginning at 11. 

 
For further details, please contact the trip leader,  
Maureen Shaffer at 205-822-8728 (H) 222-2662 (M) 

On the Path of Phillip Henry Gosse - Selma Area 
Saturday, March 20th, 7:00 a.m. 

Meeting Place: Our meeting place this time is different -- 
McDonald’s at I-65, Exit 246, signposted AL-119 and 
Cahaba Valley Road. At the bottom of the exit ramp, turn 
west toward Helena and be in the left lane. McDonald’s 
is on the left at the second light, just past the road to Oak 
Mountain.  
  
Departure Time and Logistics: We will leave promptly 
at 7:00 a.m., so please arrive early for breakfast and car-
pooling. Have a full tank of gas, a picnic lunch, water, 
snacks, and binoculars.  We will regroup in Selma at 
8:30 a.m. at McDonald’s on US-80 West, which is West 
Highland Avenue. From Birmingham, you will be travel-
ing south into town on Hwy-22.  When you come to the 
intersection with US-80, turn right, west.  McDonald’s is 
about a mile on the left. 
  
Destination: King's Landing and Pleasant Hill in Dallas 
County south of the Alabama River, on the trail of natu-
ralist Philip Gosse. 
  
In April of 1838, a young Englishman named Philip 
Henry Gosse boarded a schooner in Philadelphia and 
set out on an adventure that would take him around the 
Florida Peninsula to Mobile and from there, by steam-
boat, up the Alabama River to Dallas County. While on 
the river, he met planter Reuben Saffold, who arranged 
for him to be engaged as a plantation school teacher. 
Gosse disembarked at King's Landing, a few miles 
downstream from the town of Cahawba, and walked the 
ten miles to Pleasant Hill, where he lived and taught until 
Christmas. During his eight-month stay, he meticulously 

recorded what he saw of the natural world around him as 
well as his observations of the people, their customs and 
manner of living. His journal was published in 1855 in the 
popular 19th-Century form of "letters,” first as a magazine 
serial and later as a book entitled Letters from Alabama 

U.S., Chiefly Relating to Natural History. Gosse's promi-
nence in the scientific world of his day was recognized 
when he was invited to become a Fellow in the Royal 
Society the following year.  His enduring prominence 
today is being recognized by The University of Alabama 
Press in the naming of their new Gosse Nature Guide 
Series.  
 
Letters from Alabama U.S. makes fascinating reading, 
and we suggest you delve into it before joining us for the 
field trip.  We are planning stops at King’s Landing, the 
cypress swamp, the prairie knoll at old Buddy Bohanan’s 
plantation, the Dallas County Public Lake for picnicking, 
Judge Saffold’s house “Belvoir,” the site of Pleasant Hill, 
and Mush Creek.  
 
We will leave Selma early enough to be home by dark -- 
except for those who wish to follow the yellow brick road 
that leads past the Golden Clubs in bloom at Dobine 
Creek to the Marion Fish Hatchery -- in which case, 
please join us for dinner south of Brent at the Sawmeal 
Restaurant’s seafood buffet.  
 
Trip leader: Elberta Reid  (879-1935) with Saturday 
morning caravan leader: Maureen Shaffer (205-822-
8728 (H)) or (222-2662 (M)). 
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BAS Field Trip to Lanark - Home of the Alabama Wildlife Federation  
Saturday, March 13th, 7:00 a.m. 

Tim Gothard, Director of Alabama Wildlife Federation, 
has extended an invitation to Birmingham Audubon Soci-
ety to join the River Region Bird Club for a visit to AWF’s 
home at Lanark in Millbrook, Alabama, on March 13, 
2010. This beautiful property has over five miles of well-
planted hiking trails that take you from 
creek bottoms to hill sides. Expect a 
$5.00 charge. Read more about Lan-
ark at http://www.alabamawildlife.org/
lanark/. We can reasonably expect to see 
the usual winter birds, such as kinglets, jun-
cos, and perhaps a hermit thrush or 
creeper, and if we’re really fortunate, 
a very early spring migrant or two. 
 
Travel Plans: There are several options for joining us on 
this trip. First, we will meet at McDonald’s on US-31 in 
Hoover across from the Galleria at 7:00 a.m. From there 
we will travel south on I-65 to exit 179 where we will turn 
right and regroup about 8:30 a.m. at the Prattville 
McDonald’s,  located just west of the interstate on the 
north side of the road. If you prefer, you can meet us at 

Lanark. Take exit 179 and turn left (go east) on Cobbs 
Ford Road approximately ¼ mile and turn left on Edge-
wood Drive (first paved road to the left past Chevron). At 
the “T” in the road go right approximately ½ mile and 
turn left onto Lanark Road (Gravel road with 

small white sign that says "to Lanark"). 
Follow the dirt road and signs to the Nature 

Center where there are restrooms and plenty of 
parking. 

 
At 9:00 a.m. we will gather under 

the pavilion where Tim will give some 
brief remarks about the property, its mission, 

and future plans. After that, Lanark will be ours to bird 
and explore. 
 
This is a full day trip so bring your lunch and snacks as 
well as a full tank of gas and appropriate clothes. For 
more information call Jessica Germany at 205-595-0814 
or email jhgermany@bellsouth.net. On the day of the trip 
or for last minutes changes call her at 205-901-7247. 

The Sessions Sanctuary is interesting undeveloped 
property in Mountain Brook on Shades Creek that was 
donated to Birmingham Audubon as a bird sanc-
tuary by the late Mr. & Mrs. Tram Sessions. The 
BAS Sanctuary helps protect the Cahaba River 
watershed. 
 
Please join us for the workday at the 
Sessions Sanctuary on Saturday March 
27th at 9:00 a.m. Bring your work gloves 
and if you have them a pair of plant 
clippers. Plans are to meet at the end 
of Forest Glen Drive, near the Sanctuary. We 
will do some work removing invasive plants 
and enjoy a tour of the property to ob-
serve plant, animal and bird life. 
 

To reach the sanctuary, proceed in a northeasterly direc-
tion approximately 1.7 miles on Montevallo Road, away 
from Mountain Brook Village (south of the Zoo). Turn 

right onto Montrose Road - there will be a traffic 
light at this intersection.  Drive approximately 0.3 

miles and bear right onto Old Leeds Road at St. 
Luke’s Church (on left) for approximately 0.4 miles. 
Veer to the left onto the Forest Glen Drive and pro-
ceed 0.7 miles to the end of the road.  Forest Glen 

widens at the dead end adjacent to the creek, providing 
convenient parking.  Please do not block any 
driveways.  
 

For more information contact John Swan, 
933-6469 or Ellen Mc Laughlin, 595-
0806; Co-Chairs Sessions Sanctuary 
Property 

Audubon Sessions Sanctuary Workday 
Saturday, March 27th, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon 
Lunch afterwards at the Golden-Rule BBQ in Irondale 

Other Activities 
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The Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias, is Alabama’s 
tallest year-round wading bird and the tallest heron in 
North America.  This bird stands about four feet high with 
a wingspan of six feet and weighs between 5-8 pounds. 
This bird may fool you when it is “hunkered down.” 
It will squat down, pull its neck back and look only 
three feet high. This bird flies with long, slow wing beats, 
long legs extend beyond the tail, and the S-shaped 
neck folded back on itself. This bird’s has a bluish-
gray body with a white crown and black 
“eyebrow” stripes that extend into long, black 
plumes behind the head. Longer, shaggy 
feathers are found at the base of the 
throat and on the back.  The large, 
heavy bill is yellow. There is one sub-
species of Great Blue that is all white. 
This bird is mostly found in Florida 
but it has been seen in Alabama. 
This white morph of the Great blue 
Heron is not the same bird as the Great Egret. 
 
These birds hunt in fresh, salt or brackish waters. 
No matter how large or small the water area, 
from the Gulf Coast, to Lake Guntersville to a 
small, wooded creek, you may find a Great Blue 
Heron feeding on slow-moving or calm waters. They will 
quietly stalk or patiently wait for their food to wander by. 
Then with a rapid strike with their long, sharp bills they 
catch their meal and swallow it whole.  These birds are 

carnivores and eat a diet of fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
invertebrates, and small mammals and will even eat 
small or baby birds!  These birds will eat the fish from 

small goldfish ponds to large catfish ponds. 
 

Although these large birds hunt or feed 
in small groups or solitary, they nest in 

colonies, called rookeries, of a few pairs to 
over a hundred pairs. Male birds will start look-
ing for suitable nesting territory in tall trees 
near water in February. When a suitable loca-
tion is found, the male will display his feathers, 

and stretch his body with his beak straight up in 
the air. He may also display feathers and snap his 

beak to make noises. When a female is attracted by the 
display the male will bring sticks to the female to fashion 
into a platform type nest. Many times birds return to their 
former nests. Old nests are cleaned of old debris and 
refurbished for use. In Birmingham, a great place to see 
great Blue Herons and other heron species nesting is on 
the island at East Lake Park! 
 

The female will incubate 3-5 eggs for about 27 
days. Both parents regurgitate food for the babies.  

In 60 days the baby birds can fly away form the 
nest, but they continue to return back “home” for food 
from the parents for a few more weeks.  Why hunt when 
mom and dad will provide the food! 

Who’s That Fishing? 
By Shirley Ferrell 

Sarah 

The following drawings are from some very talented 4th graders in Tuscaloosa: 

Emma 

Joshua 
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Help the Great Blue Heron Find the Fish 

Maze Puzzle- Discovery Education Puzzlemaker 
http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/AdvMazeSetupForm.asp 

 
Great Blue Heron Clip art 

http://www.freeclipartnow.com/animals/birds/herons/great-blue-heron-1.jpg.html 
 

Fish clip art 
http://www.cliparttop100.com/clipart/Animals/Fish/fish-clip-art-004.jpg.php 

Kid’s Corner Continued 
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74th Birmingaham Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
Sunday, December 27, 2009 

Canada Goose 287 

Wood Duck 22 

Mallard 30 

Pied-billed Grebe 10 

Great Blue Heron 33 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron 8 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron 1 

Turkey Vulture 10 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 2 

Cooper's Hawk 5 

Red-shouldered Hawk 16 

Red-tailed Hawk 20 

American Kestrel 4 

American Coot 16 

Killdeer 57 

Forster's Tern 7 

Rock Pigeon 780 

Mourning Dove 217 

Eastern Screech-Owl 4 

Great Horned Owl 4 

Barred Owl 2 

Black-chinned Hummingbird 1 

Rufous Hummingbird 8 

Belted Kingfisher 14 

Red-headed Woodpecker 16 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 74 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 35 

Downy Woodpecker 28 

Hairy Woodpecker 2 

Northern Flicker 41 

Pileated Woodpecker 5 

Eastern Phoebe 28 

Loggerhead Shrike 1 

Blue-headed Vireo 4 

Blue Jay 133 

American Crow 318 

Fish Crow 7 

Carolina Chickadee 127 

Tufted Titmouse 94 

White-breasted Nuthatch 26 

Brown-headed Nuthatch 40 

Brown Creeper 1 

Carolina Wren 99 

House Wren 3 

Winter Wren 8 

Sedge Wren 1 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 21 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 66 

Eastern Bluebird 108 

Hermit Thrush 9 

American Robin 5847 

Gray Catbird 1 

Northern Mockingbird 135 

Brown Thrasher 16 

European Starling 761 

Cedar Waxwing 512 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 172 

Pine Warbler 49 

Palm Warbler 2 

Eastern Towhee 61 

Chipping Sparrow 154 

Field Sparrow 32 

Vesper Sparrow 17 

Savannah Sparrow 16 

Grasshopper Sparrow 2 

Fox Sparrow 2 

Song Sparrow 121 

Swamp Sparrow 24 

White-throated Sparrow 159 

Dark-eyed Junco 86 

Northern Cardinal 207 

Red-winged Blackbird 2397 

Eastern Meadowlark 11 

Rusty Blackbird 37 

Common Grackle 10150 

Brown-headed Cowbird 100 

Purple Finch 1 

House Finch 74 

American Goldfinch 124 

House Sparrow 47 

 

Total 24170 

Participants recorded 80 species for the Christmas Count during 72.5 hours in the field while traveling 278.5 miles. 
The day was sunny and breezy. The temperature ranged from 30 to 53 degrees. Bird records of note were: Forster’s 
Tern (7), Blue-headed Vireo (4 by 4 parties), Black-chinned Hummingbird (1), Rufous Hummingbird (8), Fish Crow (7 
by 4 parties), Sedge Wren (1), Vesper Sparrow (14), and Grasshopper Sparrow (2). Horned Grebe was reported for 
the Count Week. Thanks to all participants and to Maureen Shaffer for serving as host. Special thanks to Bob and 
Martha Sargent for recording the hummingbirds on count day. 
 
(Party Leaders and participants) John Imhof, Kristin Bakkegard, Mary Lou Miller, Sue Hutchison, Mary Hines, 
Stan Hamilton, Dana Hamilton, Pelham Rowan, Frank Farrell, Harriett Wright, Helen Kittinger, Rick Kittinger, Jo 
Kittinger, Ron Kittinger, Maureen Shaffer, Andrew Haffenden, David George: compiler, David George 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gifts and memorial donations: 
 

Gifts from: Mrs. Allen D. Rushton and Drs. Thomas R. Broker and Louise T. Chow 
 

Memorial for Ruth Robinson Monk from: 
Elberta G. Reid 

Paul & Connie Stabler 
Patricia Simpson 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society 

 

Yearly membership includes a quarterly subscription to Audubon magazine  
and 8 issues of Flicker Flashes, the Birmingham chapter newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________  State: __________  Zip: _________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________ 

����  Introductory Membership ~ $20.00 ����  Membership Renewal  ~ $20.00 

Mail application and check to: 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 422250 

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 
 

Phone: 1-800-274-4201 

Mail application and check to: 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 
 

Phone: 205-714-8227 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   
 

Please make all checks payable to:  National Audubon Society 

Birmingham Audubon Society C0ZA0000Z  

� Senior (62 & better) and � student (full-time) memberships available for $15.00 

clip along dotted line 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Return of the Spring Migrants ~ Catching the Yucatan Express!  

Presented by: Greg Harber 
The Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park 

Sunday, March 28th, 2:00 p.m. 

Zzeeeee-up!  Sweet-sweet-sweet!  Can’t you hear them 
now, the Northern Parula and Prothonotary Warbler call-
ing to you from the canopy or the swampy, deep 
woods?  They and many of their friends are beckon-
ing your name. 
 
Everyone is invited to join us on March 28 
for our Audubon Teaches Nature seminar 
series. Greg Harber will be our featured 
speaker and his topic is a favorite among 
many of our BAS members:  Spring Migration!  
Even as you read this, myriad warblers, tanagers and 
vireos are coursing through the canopies of the forests 
of South and Central America, guided ever northward as 
instinct dictates their return to summer breeding territo-
ries in North America. 

 
Spring is an exciting time of the year. The short days of 
winter finally lengthen into the warmer days of spring-
time, leaves begin to emerge on trees that have been 
bare all through the winter, waterfowl begin to return 

north and neotropical migrants soon replace them in the 
fresh spring landscape.  Soon bird song fills the air, add-

ing another exciting dimension to the outdoor experi-
ence.  You will learn which species to expect to 

see first, and which are the stragglers bringing 
up the rear, which species are just passing 
through our area and which will stay to breed 

here. 
 
Door prizes will be awarded but you must register 
to be eligible.  Park admission is $3.00 but the 
program is free. 

 
Next Month’s ATN seminar: 
 
April 11 The Confederate Daisy in Alabama, 

David Frings, Director, Oak Mountain 
Interpretive Center 

 
Come early for fellowship and refreshments  

in the Observation Room at the Center!   



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on recycled paper 
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March 2010 April 2010 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, April issue 

6 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip, Saginaw Swamp 
area 

18 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Audito-
rium (BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
William R. Foster, D.V.M., "Trails of Africa" 

20 BAS Field Trip, Selma Area - On the Path 
of Phillip Henry Gosse 

27 Sessions Sanctuary Workday 

28 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

13 BAS Field Trip, Lanark - Home of the  
Alabama Wildlife Federation  

1 Flicker Flashes articles due,  
May/June issue 

3 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Tom Imhof Zoo Walk 

10 BAS Field Trip, Cane Creek Canyon Nature 
Preserve 

11 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 

15-19 Spring Tour I, South Carolina Low Country 

8 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Jim Lacefield, “Cane Creek Canyon” 

16-18 Alabama Ornithological Society meeting,  
Dauphin Island, AL 

22-26 Spring Tour II, South Carolina Low Country 


