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The holiday season will soon be upon us and we invite one 
and all to begin the celebration in grand style at the 64th an-
nual Birmingham Audubon Society Christmas Banquet on 
Tuesday, December 7th at the Vestavia Country Club. Join 
with us to welcome Dr. Wayne Flynt, Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus of History at Auburn University, one of the most 
powerful and effective voices for Constitution Reform in Ala-
bama. He will describe for us how Alabama’s 1901 Constitu-
tion negatively affects our ability as citizens to conserve the 
rich natural heritage of the State and which is under daily 
threat of being lost  (the Gulf Oil Spill being the most horrific 
threat we have faced.)  He will also offer us realistic propos-
als for reform and reasons why we must take action now to 
change our Alabama Constitution. For decades it has been 
recognized that the 1901 Alabama Constitution is one of the 
primary reasons why the state struggles to move forward. It 
affects every aspect of our lives: our economy, educa-
tion, basic human rights and yes, even our ability to conserve 
Alabama’s diverse natural resources.   
 
Dr. Flynt, a native of Mississippi, has lived primarily in Ala-
bama, holding an AB degree from Samford and a Ph.D. in 
American History form Florida State University. His teaching 
career at Samford and Auburn spans forty years, during 
which time he received accolades from both students and 
peers, including top teaching honors at Samford and for the 
College of Liberal Arts at Auburn and among the graduate 
faculty at Auburn.  In 1991 he was chosen as Professor of the 
Year for Alabama by the Council for Advancement and Sup-
port of Education. 
 
Recent awards and honors include: Hugo Black Award for 
service to Alabama and the nation, University of Alabama, 
2003; inducted into Communications Hall of Fame at Univer-
sity of Alabama, 2005; inducted into Alabama Academy of 
Honor (100 living Alabamians) in 2006; Judson-Rice Award 
by the national news journal BAPTISTS TODAY for a Baptist 
leader who has “demonstrated significant leadership skills 
while maintaining the highest integrity;” Leadership Alabama 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 2007.  In 2008 he received the 
Bailey Thomson Award from Alabama Citizens for Constitu-
tion Reform, the Birmingham Pledge Lifetime Service Award, 

and the Distinguished Alumnus of the Year by the Florida 
State University History Department.  He has also been the 
subject of two Alabama Public Television documentaries and 
in 2000 was awarded an honorary doctorate, the Doctor of 
Humane Letters, by Samford University.    
 
Of his eleven books (three co-authored), two deal with Florida 
politics, two with evangelical religion, three with poverty, and 
three are broad surveys of Alabama history, including his two 
most acclaimed, POOR BUT PROUD: ALABAMA’S POOR 
WHITES, and ALABAMA IN THE TWENTIETH CEN-
TURY.   He has won numerous literary awards and two of his 
books have been nominated for the Pulitzer Prize, one won 
the Lillian Smith Award for non-fiction, which is given by the 
Southern Regional Council. 
 
Dr. Flynt is a community activist, serving for a decade on the 
American Cancer Society’s Committee for the Socio-
economically Disadvantaged, was a founder of both the Ala-
bama Poverty Project and Sowing Seeds of Hope (Perry 
County).  He has also served on the boards of Voices for Ala-
bama’s Children and the A+ education reform coali-
tion.  He has been invited to lecture at universities across 
America and abroad.  He also served a semester as Eudora 
Welty Visiting Scholar of Southern Studies at Millsap College, 
Jackson, MS.  
 
He is active in a number of professional organizations, six of 
which have honored him with their highest awards for ser-
vice.  In 2003-04 he served as president of the Southern His-
torical Association, the largest professional organization de-
voted to the study of southern history and culture, with some 
5,000 members worldwide.  He was founding general editor 
of the online Encyclopedia of Alabama from which he retired 
in September 2008.    
 
Please see the invitation and reservation for the banquet in 
this issue of Flicker Flashes and mail it soon. Join us for an 
enlightening and festive evening.  
 
Consult the BAS web site for more details.  
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September 2 through September 30, 2010 

Lately there has been some negative news about two favorite birding areas near Harpersville. The Sunbelt Sod Farm  
has become consumed with agricultural crops, consequently very little sod remains. Nearby Tanyard Road has very 
little suitable habitat left for birding since being razed to the ground for industrial-scale crop planting. According to Greg 
Jackson; “It  can be tough to find appropriate birding habitat around Birmingham, so it hurts to lose what little we have.”  
 
Avid birder Ken Archambault makes frequent visits to the Botanical Gardens. It is impossible to list so many birds, but 
some recent highlights were: Yellow-billed Cuckoo; Least Flycatcher; Philadelphia Vireo; many warblers, including Ce-
rulean and Golden-winged; and both tanagers. 
 
Greg Harber was very impressed with his visit to Railroad Reservation Park  and was pleased to report seeing a Yellow 
Warbler there. That’s some good news! 

Other sightings were: 

9/2 Forster’s Tern;  And three river otters  were a special  treat,  Lake Purdy, Cox’s Creek (GJ). 

9/23 Broad-winged Hawk (950); Jefferson/Walker County Line (JD,CD) Reported by (BS). 

9/25 American Woodcock; Irondale Furnace Trail (KA). 

9/29 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; Vestavia (HW). 

9/30 Rose-breasted Grosbeak (30); Red-breasted Nuthatch; Clay (BS,MS). 

9/16 Canada Goose; Great Blue Heron; Cooper’s Hawk; Belted Kingfisher; Eastern Bluebird; Northern Wa-
terthrush ; Audubon Sanctuary, Irondale Furnace Trail (KA,JS). 

9/18 Wilson’s Warbler; Ruffner Mountain (GJ). 

9/4 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher; Warblers: Magnolia, Black-throated Green, Blackburnian, and Louisiana         
Waterthrush; Forty species in all for the survey. Botanical Gardens  (GH,JG,EH). 

Contributors: 

Please submit sightings for January FF at least five days before the December 1
st
 deadline to: 

Ann Miller, 520 Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham, Al. 35209 

Ken Archambault 
Jessica Germany 
Greg Harber 
Edith Hunt 
Greg Jackson 
Jackie and Carrol Dickerson 
Martha and Bob Sargent 
John Swan 
Harriett Wright 
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November Monthly Meeting 

“Butterflies of Alabama” 
Presented by: Paulette Haywood Ogard and Sara Bright 

Thursday, November 18, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 
Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 

Paulette Ogard and Sara Bright are the authors of But-
terflies of Alabama: Glimpses Into Their Lives. This is 
the second book in the Gosse Nature Guide series. It is 
published by the University of Alabama Press and was 
released in the Fall of 2010. 
 
Reviews of this book have been outstanding. 
John Alex Floyd, Jr., former Editor of  South-
ern Living magazine says that “The imagery 
of the butterflies in this book is beyond 
breathtaking, and anyone can easily identify 
the species from the photography L it is a 
must book for wildlife enthusiasts and any-
one who simply appreciates the natural 
beauty of Alabama. Paulette and Sara have 
created a true Alabama jewel.” 
 
Paulette Ogard has taught classes on wild-
flowers and native plants at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham and conducted workshops throughout the 
southeast on wildlife habitats, butterflies and butterfly 
gardening. 

Sara Bright is a professional photographer whose work 
has been featured in Canoe, Southern Living, Birder’s 
World, Outdoor Life, Geo and Portico, and is on perma-
nent display at McDonald’s Corporation, Alabama 

Power, Wachovia (now Wells-Fargo) Bank 
and the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 
 
Since Birmingham Audubon Society is an 
Inaugural Sponsor of the Gosse Nature 
Guides, we are especially pleased to have 
them as our speakers. Copies of the book 
will be available for sale and book signing at 
the meeting. The Gosse Nature Guides of 
Alabama are a series of natural history 
guidebooks prepared for the outdoor layman 
and enthusiast, named in honor of Philip 
Henry Gosse, the early English explorer who 
described Alabama’s flora and fauna so well 

in his Letters from Alabama, (U.S.) Chiefly Relating to 
Natural History (1859). 

Audubon Teaches Nature 
Red-cockaded Woodpeckers in the Talladega National Forest  

Meet the new Neighbors 
 Presented by: Art Henderson 

Sunday, November 21, 2010, 2:00 p.m. 
Alabama Wildlife Center Auditorium 

The Longleaf Pine ecosystem once dominated the land-
scape of the southeastern United States.  Its demise 
ushered in the decline of habitat specialists such as Red
-cockaded Woodpeckers (RCWs), which depend 
on old pines for nesting and roosting 
cavities.  Fortunately, portions of that 
Longleaf habitat still exist in some 
places (Mountain Longleaf NWR), and in other 
areas the habitat is being restored.  These forest 
restoration efforts also provide hope for restoring 
populations of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers.   
 
Art Henderson is a biologist with the Talla-
dega National Forest, and he and his colleagues 
have undertaken the effort to bring RCWs back to the 
forest landscape. One such location is in the southern 
portion of the national forest east of Sylacauga, along AL 
Hwy-148. During the past few years I have watched with 
interest as the forest has been restored in preparation 
for the reintroduction effort, which entails inserting artifi-
cial cavities into pine trees. Please join me and learn 

about restoration efforts underway in the Talladega Na-
tional Forest as we welcome an old friend to its new 
home. 

 
Be sure to come early and enjoy some re-

freshments and conversation in the Obser-
vation Room at the Alabama Wildlife Cen-
ter, then, when it is time for the program, 

we will proceed to the auditorium for the 
program.  There will be a bird walk after the 

program, weather permitting. 
 
 

 
 

Our next seminar: 
 

An Introduction to Birds of Prey 
Sunday, January 16th, 1:30 & 3:00 p.m. 
John and Dale Stokes, Guest Speakers 
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November Field Trips 

Ruffner Mountain Nature Center - Half Day 
Saturday, November  13

th
, 7:30 a.m. 

On Saturday, November 13, Birmingham Audubon will go 
on a half-day field trip to Ruffner Mountain to visit its 1,011
-acre forested urban nature center and certified wildlife 
habitat. We will meet Nick Bieser, Conservation 
Land Manager , who will hike with us to 
Maggie’s Field and the nearby Wetlands, 
where we will certainly find some of the new 
winter arrivals - both species of kinglets, Yel-
low-rumped Warblers and Hermit Thrushes. 
 
Then we will go to the newly opened Tree Top 
Visitor Center and Mountainside Pavilion 
Complex, which are environmentally friendly 
“green” L.E.E.D (Leadership in Energy and En-
vironmental Design) buildings. The Tree Top Visitor Cen-
ter features the Tree Top Activity Room for meetings and 
events, the Woodland Animal Exhibit Hall, The Nature of 

the City Gift Shoppe and the Visitor Information Center. 
The Mountainside Pavilion nearby is a gathering spot for 
programs, and where restrooms, vending, and picnic ar-
eas can be found.  
 

Travel Plans: We will meet in the parking lot of 
McDonald’s on Montclair Road at 7:30 a.m. and 
travel together to Ruffner Mountain.  

 
For more information call our trip leader, Jessica 

Germany, at 595-0814. On the morning of the 
trip her number will be 901-7247.  
 

 
Visit Ruffner’s website at http://www.ruffnermountain.org/ 

for a preview of the possibilities. 

Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
Saturday, November 20

th
,  7:00 a.m. 

The last of the fall migrants will have moved south by the 
time you read this newsletter, and a whole host of winter 
visitors will have taken their place in your yards and at the 
feeders.  Kinglets and sapsuckers have already ar-
rived, as of early October.  Winter is right around 
the corner, and that can only mean one thing. 
It’s time for the annual BAS trip to Wheeler NWR, 
near Decatur in North Alabama. Plan to join us on 
Saturday, November 20th to view thousands of 
Snow and Canada Geese, ducks, ducks and more 
ducks, perhaps a few Sandhill Cranes and whatever 
else decides to surprise us! 
 
Our gathering place is the parking lot at the Fieldstown 
Road Shopping Center in Gardendale, just off I-65N 
at exit #271 (Fieldstown Road). Turn right on to Fieldstown 
Road, another right onto Odum Road, and an immediate 
left into the shopping center. We will leave at 7:00 a.m. 
and caravan up I-65N toward Decatur to the Priceville exit 
(# 334), a drive of approximately 60 miles, and reconvene 
at the Hardees at 8:30 a.m. 
 
After a rest break, we will announce further details. De-
pending on the size of our group, we will separate into sub

-parties, which will be lead by expert birders through vari-
ous sections of the refuge, such as White Springs dike, 
Arrowhead Landing at Limestone Bay, Beaverdam Penin-
sula with its viewing platform, and the Buckeye Unit of the 

Refuge.  One major bonus is that we will be able to 
travel to areas of the refuge that are behind gates that 

are normally locked and inaccessible to cars. 
 

This will be an all-day trip, so bring a picnic lunch, 
drinks and snacks. Remember, weather this time of 

year can be changeable, so dressing in layers is 
advised. Have a full tank of gas. Bring your bin-

oculars and spotting scopes.   For those who 
wish, supper may be shared at a local restau-
rant at day’s end. 

 
Please try to consolidate riders and car pool as much as 
possible. If you are leaving your vehicle at any of the gath-
ering areas, please park it at the far edges so as to avoid 
congestion around shops and stores.  
 
For questions and details, please call our field trip leader: 
Greg Harber, 251-2133. 

BAS Field Trip Cancellation Policy 
If there is a possibility of dangerous road conditions due to inclement weather please contact the trip leader at the phone number provided. 
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75th Annual Birmingham Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
Thursday, December 23, 2010 

Come be a part of history and participate in this year’s 
BAS Christmas Bird Count – our 75th! All BAS members 
and friends are invited to participate in the count, to be 
held Thursday, December 23, 2010. The Birmingham 
Audubon Society CBC was begun in 1946 and thanks to 
the continued support of our dedicated members and 
friends this wonderful Christmas tradition continues to 
this day. Consider making the Christmas Bird Count a 
part of your holiday tradition and join in the fun on count 
day. 
 
Accompanying this article you will find a copy of the map 
detailing the count circle and the various territories 
within the circle. I invite all of our members to consider 
participating in the count by choosing an area (you do 
not have to live within the territory or the count circle) 
and contacting the corresponding party leader to make 
arrangements to join the group. If you are not able or do 
not wish to participate, but have some unusual winter 
birds visiting your feeders that we should record for the 
count, please call us in advance. We especially would 
love to hear from you if you have some owls in your 
neighborhood or wintering hummingbirds! 
 
Get your holidays off to a merry start by joining in this 
historic count.  David George will handle compiling du-
ties and Maureen Shaffer will host our compilation at her 
home, located at 2313 Chestnut Road in Vestavia Hills 
near the Country Club. Call Maureen if you need direc-
tions: 205-822-8728. The compilation will begin at 5:00 
p.m.  Maureen will provide a light meal for participants 
so no need to eat before arriving.  
      
     Greg Harber   
   ~ for the Bird Counts Committee 

A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum - the BAS Forum! 

Better and easier communications can help Birmingham Audubon Society (BAS) grow stronger and better serve its 
members and the participants in BAS activities. One part of better and easier communication is the use of a group 
discussion forum. BAS has established a discussion group and we want to encourage all of our members as well as 
local birders to join the group.  
  
Joining the group is safe and only takes a few clicks of the mouse! After you join you will be able to send and receive 
e-mail messages to/from the group using your current e-mail system.   
 
Here’s what you need to do: 
 
• Send a blank email message to: basbirding-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
• After a few minutes, you will receive an email from Yahoo! Groups titled “Please confirm your request to join 

BASBirding” 
• You will be given two options to join the group. Click on the link in Option #1. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Area Leader Phone 

1 
2 
3 

4/7 
5/6 
8/9 
10 
11 
12 

John Imhof 
Greg Harber 
Mary L. Miller 
Stan/Dana Hamilton 
Pelham Rowan  
Ty Keith    
Maureen Shaffer 
Andrew Haffenden 
David George 

995-0688 
251-2133 
879-5984 
951-5630 
970-0844 
602-8037 
822-8728 
428-1700 
477-5074 
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The November field trip for Birmingham Audubon Soci-
ety is to Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge. The director, 
Dwight Cooley, opens the gates and we 
drive through closed areas to view 
the various species of ducks. 
We hope to find White Pelicans and 
Sandhill Cranes. It is so exciting to see a 
flock of Sandhill Cranes. When these 
birds “talk” I think of Jurassic Park. They 
sound like one of the smaller dinosaurs 
from the movie. I wonder if 
Stephen Speilberg used their 
voices? To hear this bird go to 
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/
guide/Sandhill_Crane/
sounds.  
 
The Sandhill Crane (Grus 
canadensis) stands 3-5 feet 
tall and has a 6-8 foot wing-
span. The adult bird has long 
legs, a long neck and a long 
beak with a gray body and  a 
red crown. This bird is the most 
abundant crane in North Amer-
ica. They breed in Canada and 
the northern U.S. , and migrate in 
the winter to the southern states from California to Flor-
ida. There are three subspecies of Sandhill Cranes that 
live year-round in Mississippi, Cuba, and Florida. 
Sandhill Cranes dance by jumping up and down, flap-

ping their wings, running, bowing, and tossing grass or 
small sticks.   
 
Some scientists believe the birds do this to help build 
muscles and movement and as part of their courtship. 
When birds mate, they stay together for life, including 
migrating together. The birds live in open grassland ar-

eas near water. Habitats include bogs, sedge mead-
ows, pine savannas, fens, and grasslands. 

Nests are low mounds of plant ma-
terial gathered from the sur-

rounding habitat. The female 
will lay 2 eggs but both male 
and female cranes help incu-
bate the egg, which takes 
about 30 days. The chicks 
will take their first flight 
around 70 days after hatch-
ing, but stay with their par-
ents for up to 10 months. 
Cranes are omnivores, eat-
ing almost everything from 
grass, grains, reptiles, am-
phibians, rodents, insects 
and worms.  

 
Did you know the oldest known 

bird fossil was found in Nebraska and was almost identi-
cal to the modern Sandhill Crane! 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

Sandhill Cranes 
By: Shirley Farrell 

• You will be taken to a web site where you can join the group. At the bottom of the page there is a state-
ment “As an alternate option, you may join the mailing list instead. Click on the “you may join the mail-
ing list instead” link. A Congratulations window will appear. You have successfully joined the group! 

• You will receive two additional emails L one from Yahoo! and one from the BASBirding Moderator. No further 
action is required! The message from the BASBirding Moderator will give you the email address to use to send 
messages to the group. 

 
Please join the group as soon as possible so that we all can take advantage of the benefits of being able to send an 
email message to the entire group using just one email address. If you have any questions or problems joining the 
group, contact Donna Shook at dshook@bellsouth.net. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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By the time you read this two volunteer training sessions 
will have taken place and several more are scheduled for 
the spring. The volunteers who have signed up are mak-
ing their way into the wonderful world of educating chil-
dren. Several of the volunteers have helped out at the 
Nature Scope area in the McWane Science Center 
rounding up children and adults to learn about birds 
at the stage area. I have had several join me out in 
the schools to not only help the children learn to use 
binoculars, but surprisingly also to be my 
“sound system” at times. Ty Keith came 
to one session and impressed the stu-
dents and adults by making several of 
the calls of the feeder birds that we were dis-
cussing at the school. They all thought he was so 
cool! 
 
Whether teaching kids, leading bird walks, or 
calling out a bird song or two or simply preparing for 
groups by making confirmation calls, getting pre- and 
post-visit materials prepared and lined up, or painting 
birds, please sign up today to be a volunteer for the edu-
cation department. Many days I spend as much time pre-
paring for a class as teaching one. From computer help 
to cutting out printed cards, to laminating items that will 
be used over and over again L these are some of the 
time consuming projects that we can use help with.  

“Education tubs” can be pre-packed so that they are 
ready at any given notice to be taken out and used for a 
class. 
 
Now as November settles in around us and migrants are 
here from afar, there is much to do. Not only do we have 
the opportunity to teach about the “year-round” birds of 

Alabama, but we have the excitement of teaching 
kids about all our winter visitors. Comparing and 

contrasting the Carolina, winter and house 
wrens, catching a glimpse of various 

waterfowl on some of our field trips 
where kids and their parents may join 

in, and remembering the thrill of seeing a 
new bird for the first time ourselves and sharing 
that with all the new folks who join us. This is 

my hope for everyone who commits to helping out 
in education. 
 
Migration is such a fun time for all of us to see new birds 
all around us. Volunteers who migrate into education will 
be surprised at not only the journey that they take, but in 
the destination of a child’s heart that is focused on birds. 
Come migrate over to education and see how you can 
help. Just an hour a week can make the difference. 
 
Come migrate with us into the classroomL 

Volunteers Migrate into Education 
By: Helena Uber-Wamble 

Hoover and Homewood now have “vacant-rooms” avail-
able for several cavity nesters of Alabama. Participants 
who joined us in September have made and placed their 
bird boxes out in their neighborhoods hoping to attract 
the Eastern Bluebird. As they sat through our cavity 
nesters bird session at McWane Science Center 
they learned that Eastern Bluebirds were not 
the only birds that might find their yard to 
be a suitable place to take up residency. In 
fact, did you know that there are 85 cavity 
nesting birds in the United States and at 
least 20 of those species live in Alabama? 
 
It is true, when we say “if you build it, they will 
come.” Birds however, don’t look at the bird house and 
say, “oh this is a Bluebird Box, so we will have to find 
somewhere else to nest.” No, birds are very opportunis-
tic and if they can fit through the entrance, then they are 
going to claim the box as their own. Many native birds 

such as the Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren, Tufted 
Titmouse, Eastern Bluebird and Tree Swallows will 
gladly move into the “vacant-space”. Let’s not forget the 
determined squirrels and the non-native bird species too, 
like House Sparrows and European Starlings. As good 
“landlords,” it is our responsibility to maintain and moni-

tor the inhabitants of the boxes to see if they are the 
kind of neighbors we want to keep around. 

 
Why bring this up now in the midst of win-
ter? Because we need to be reminded as 
good landlords to clean out the mess/
nests from the last tenants, replace bro-

ken boxes or repair ones that aren’t so torn 
up, and relocate those that just didn’t have anyone nest-
ing in them, or had too many reptilian visitors during the 
last season. Build more boxes and put them out, offer 
not just a luxury “spot”, but  

(Continued on page 10) 

Attracting Cavity Nesters 
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46
th
 Annual BAS Fall Count 

Saturday, September 25, 2010 

Count day was sunny and very warm, with clouds and rain at the end of the day signaling the approach of a front.  Tem-
peratures ranged from 68-92. The weeks preceding the count were hot and dry, with a rainfall deficit of 3.41 inches for 
the year.  21 observers in 10 parties spent 69 hours in the field with an additional 3 hours devoted to owling; covered 
470.5 miles by car and 17.125 miles on foot, tallying 115 species on count day, with 4 count week species. Special 
thanks to Elberta Reid, our compilation hostess, and to all who spent time afield. Sharon Hudgins, Compiler. Worthy of 
mention are the 950 Broad-winged Hawks seen by Jackie and Carrol Dickerson on September 23rd. 
 

Observers by party, leaders in boldface: John Imhof, Frank Farrell, Harriett Wright, Greg Harber, Jessica Germany, Will 
and Ruth Varnell, David George, Sharon Hudgins, Ken Archambault, Fred Carney, Jim Sherrill, Pelham Rowan, 
Cheryl Horncastle, Sallie Brice, Susan Stone (feeder watcher), Greg Jackson, Jean Folsom, Susan Patton, Jamie 
Nobles, Cay Turner. 

Canada Goose 390 
Wood Duck 50 
Mallard 26 
Blue-winged Teal 204 
Northern Shoveler 2 
Ring-necked Duck 1 
Northern Bobwhite 9 
Wild Turkey 14 
Pied-billed Grebe 11 
Double-crested Cormorant 76 
Great Blue Heron 53 
Great Egret 79 
Little Blue Heron CW 
Cattle Egret 3 
Green Heron 15 
Black-crowned Night Heron 1 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 7 
Black Vulture 16 
Turkey Vulture 23 
Osprey 4 
Bald Eagle 2 
Cooper's Hawk 6 
Red-shouldered Hawk 19 
Broad-winged Hawk 4 
Red-tailed Hawk 10 
American Kestrel 3 
American Coot 1 
Killdeer 154 
Lesser Yellowlegs 4 
Spotted Sandpiper 2 
Western Sandpiper 1 
Least Sandpiper 1 
Pectoral Sandpiper 3 
Wilson's Snipe 2 
American Woodcock 1 
Rock Pigeon 129 
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2 
Mourning Dove 289 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 6 
Great Horned Owl 4 
Barred Owl 2 

Common Nighthawk 3 
Chimney Swift 11 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 16 
Belted Kingfisher 20 
Red-headed Woodpecker 17 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 56 
Downy Woodpecker 42 
Hairy Woodpecker 1 
Northern Flicker 5 
Pileated Woodpecker 14 
Eastern Wood-Pewee 19 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 2 
Traill's Complex Flycatcher 1 
Empidonax Species 3 
Eastern Phoebe 39 
Great Crested Flycatcher 1 
Loggerhead Shrike 3 
White-eyed Vireo 46 
Yellow-throated Vireo 3 
Philadelphia Vireo 6 
Red-eyed Vireo 4 
Blue Jay 174 
American Crow 375 
Fish Crow 8 
Carolina Chickadee 121 
Tufted Titmouse 100 
White-breasted Nuthatch 29 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 23 
Carolina Wren 90 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 3 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 
Eastern Bluebird 122 
Veery CW 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 3 
Swainson's Thrush 5 
Wood Thrush 9 
American Robin 114 
Gray Catbird 21 
Northern Mockingbird 129 
Brown Thrasher 48 
European Starling 1126 

Blue-winged Warbler 1 
Golden-winged Warbler CW 
Tennessee Warbler 3 
Northern Parula 3 
Yellow Warbler CW 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 10 
Magnolia Warbler 12 
Black-throated Green Warbler 1 
Pine Warbler 16 
Prairie Warbler 1 
Palm Warbler 2 
Black-and-white Warbler 3 
American Redstart 33 
Worm-eating Warbler 1 
Ovenbird 1 
Northern Waterthrush 3 
Kentucky Warbler 1 
Common Yellowthroat 14 
Hooded Warbler 4 
Canada Warbler 1 
Eastern Towhee 42 
Chipping Sparrow 29 
Song Sparrow 3 
Summer Tanager 14 
Scarlet Tanager 14 
Northern Cardinal 128 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 7 
Blue Grosbeak 1 
Indigo Bunting 28 
Red-winged Blackbird 39 
Eastern Meadowlark 15 
Common Grackle 15 
Brown-headed Cowbird 185 
Orchard Oriole 1 
House Finch 57 
American Goldfinch 15 
House Sparrow 37 
 
Total count 4792 



 

Page 9 

Birmingham  
Audubon Society 

cordially invites you to attend its 

64th Annual Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday, the Seventh of December, 

Two Thousand and Ten 
at Six-thirty in the Evening 
Vestavia Country ClubVestavia Country ClubVestavia Country ClubVestavia Country Club    

400 Beaumont Drive, Vestavia Hills, 35216400 Beaumont Drive, Vestavia Hills, 35216400 Beaumont Drive, Vestavia Hills, 35216400 Beaumont Drive, Vestavia Hills, 35216 

Reservations cannot be accepted after November 29, 2010 
 

Name________________________________________________________ 
 

Address ______________________________________________________ 
 

Please make ______ reservations for the following people (at $40.00 per person): 
 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ __________ 
 

I prefer to sit with: _____________________________________________________ 

Make check payable to: 
 Birmingham Audubon Society 

 
Return check & form to: 
Mrs. Mary Brewer 

3145 Warrington Road 
Birmingham, AL 35223 
(205) 967-0752 

The Constitution and Conservation: The Constitution and Conservation: The Constitution and Conservation: The Constitution and Conservation: 

Why the 1901 Alabama Constitution Why the 1901 Alabama Constitution Why the 1901 Alabama Constitution Why the 1901 Alabama Constitution 

Prevents Rational ConservationPrevents Rational ConservationPrevents Rational ConservationPrevents Rational Conservation    
 

Presented by:  
Dr. Wayne Flynt 
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SANDHILL CRANE 
 
Unscramble each of the clue words. 
 
Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 

(Continued from page 6) 

 
a “tourist---attraction” for several birds to gather in your 
yard or on your acreage. The best way to learn about 
birds is to let them come to you.  
 
Sure, bird feeders and bird houses may seem like cheat-
ing when it comes to bird watching, but it is much more 
intimate than that. It is a way to develop a caring and 
nurturing environment for those feathered friends that we 
admire so much. A feel-good sensation of being able to 
help out those cavity nesters and know that we were 

able to be a part of a new generation of hatchings. 
These birds will continue to spread joy not only to us as 
they return next spring to our yards, but for many gen-
erations to come. 
 
This is the best time to start thinking about bluebirds and 
other cavity nesters. Hosting a bluebird workshop or 
building a few boxes for Christmas presents is a certain 
way to spread the word about cavity nesting birds. 
 
Gear up for a great spring and don’t forget to feed all of 
our winter visitors! 

(Continued from page 7) 
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~ Membership Application ~ 
Birmingham Audubon Society/National Audubon Society* 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

City, State and Zip code: _________________________________________________ 

Phone: (      ) ______________________  Email: ______________________________ 

New Members* $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
* NAS will contact you directly for membership renewal 

 

Make check payable to: National Audubon Society 
Send application and check to: 

 
 

National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

My check for $___________ is enclosed.   

clip along dotted line 

����  National Audubon Society 

New Members and Renewals $20.00 
Seniors (62 or better) $15.00 

Full-time Students $15.00 
 

 
Make check payable to: Birmingham Audubon Society 

Send application and check to: 
 
 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 

Birmingham, AL 35201 

����  Birmingham Audubon Society 

Phone: (205) 714-8227 
Birmingham Audubon Society C0ZA0000Z 

Birmingham Audubon Society is tax exempt under 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code  

* There are two ways to become a member of Birmingham Audubon Society: 
 

1. Join National Audubon Society. Birmingham Audubon Society serves as a local chapter of the National 
Audubon Society. Joining National Audubon Society also provides you a membership to Birmingham Audubon 
Society and access to all chapter activities and benefits. You will receive the National Audubon magazine. 
Your dues support the work of National Audubon Society and a small percentage is returned to the  
Birmingham Audubon Society for local efforts.  

 

— OR —  
 

2. Join Birmingham Audubon Society without National Audubon Society affiliation. This chapter only member-
ship provides you access to all chapter activities and benefits. All dues stay in Birmingham to support local 
activities. You will not receive the National Audubon magazine.  

 

Special BAS Grandparents! 
 
BAS would like to recognize these special Grandparents for sponsoring their grandchildren’s classes with subscrip-
tions to Audubon Adventures for 2010-2011; Jeanette and Jimmie Hancock sponsored their grandchild, Hughes, 3rd 
grade class at Mountain Brook Elementary. Hughes’s teacher is Ms. Judith Dyess. Elizabeth Gregory sponsored her 
grandchild, Chloe Riess, 5th grade class at Chelsea Intermediate School. Chloe’s teacher is Ms. Laura Hodges. 
 

Thank you for helping BAS further our mission of Education. 

The Birmingham Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following gifts and memorial donations: 
 

A monetary donation from the Highlands United Methodist Church. 
A donation of a birding scope, tripod, and step stool from John Swan. 

A donation to the Audubon Mountain Workshop in memory of Betty Susina, from Jessica Germany. 



Please check your mailing label for your  
membership expiration date. 

Printed on recycled paper 

Birmingham Audubon Society 
A Chapter of the National Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 314 
Birmingham, AL 35201 
 
Business Office: 
200 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 714-8227 
 
Email: Audubon@McWane.org 
Web Site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 
 
Bird Reporting Line: (205) 879-7709 

DATED MATERIAL 
Please deliver by October 30, 2010 

Flicker Flashes is published eight times a year by 
the Birmingham Audubon Society. 
Editor: Greg Harber (205) 251-2133 
Co-Ass’t Editor: Bianca J. Allen (205) 854-5233 
Co-Ass’t Editor: Donna Shook 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 3794 
Birmingham, AL 

Copies of Flicker Flashes can be viewed and downloaded from the BAS web site: www.birminghamaudubon.org 

 

November 2010 December 2010 

1 Flicker Flashes articles due, January 2011 
issue 

7 Christmas Banquet - Vestavia Country Club 

11 Sessions Sanctuary Workday 

18 Christmas Bird Count - Wheeler NWR  

23 Christmas Bird Count - Birmingham (75th) 

26 Christmas Bird Count - Guntersville  

13 BAS 1/2 day Field Trip,  
Ruffner Mtn. Nature Center 

18 Board Meeting, Birmingham Zoo Auditorium 
(BZA), 5:45 p.m. 
General Meeting, BZA, 7:00 p.m. 
Paulette Ogard & Sara Bright, “Butterflies; 
Gosse Nature Guides” 

20 BAS Field Trip,  
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

21 Audubon Teaches Nature,  
The Wildlife Center, 2:00 p.m. 
Art Henderson, “Red-cockaded Woodpeckers 
in the Talladega National Forest ~ Meet the 
new Neighbors” 


