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The month of January is a good 
time to look for raptors in Alabama.  
Their silhouettes are easy to spot in 
trees bereft of their leaves, and a long 
drive through the countryside can 
reward you with sightings of multiple 
species that are found here in the win-
ter.  To whet your appetite, we have 
arranged once again to feature raptors 
as our topic for the January Audubon 
Teaches Nature seminar.

Our program will feature the 
Alabama Wildlife Center’s birds of prey, 
each one of which is an Avian Ambassa-
dor for the center.  The natural history of each bird will be pre-
sented, and a special effort will be made to highlight the field 
marks of each species in order to help you learn how to identify 
these birds in the field. Everyone is fascinated by raptors so 
we are offering programs at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.  Although 
there is no charge for this program after park admission, seat-

ing is limited (60 seats per program) in the AWC audito-
rium.  Note that there are two presentations scheduled, 
so plan your visit accordingly. Be sure to bring your kids 
and grandkids, and your best camera too!  Plus, there 
will almost assuredly be a good selection of birds at the 

feeders to help you pass 
the time while you wait for 
the program to start.  Re-
freshments will be served 
in the Observation Room 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. 

Next month’s seminar:  
An Overview of the Geol-
ogy and Paleontology of 
Alabama Sunday, Febru-
ary 19th, 2:00 p.m. ~ Dana 
Ehret, Guest Speaker 
(OMIC)

Audubon Teaches Nature
An Introduction to Birds of Prey

Presented by Alabama Wildlife Center Raptor Team
Sunday, January 22, 2017 - 1:00 & 3:00 P.M.

Alabama Wildlife Center at Oak Mountain State Park

2017 Field Trips: Looking Ahead

Cooper’s hawk - MTHunter

Barred owl - ATN, GLH

Your field trips committee strives to select field trips 
that feature the full spectrum of Alabama’s bird life, and 
for that reason we have scheduled a wide variety of bird-
ing sites as our destinations and at times when birding 
will be ideally suited to finding the species of interest 
at each site. Herewith is the schedule for the remaining 
2017 field trips through summer:

February 4: James D. Martin Wildlife Park
February 18: Birmingham Zoo, 
 Great Backyard Bird Count
March 11: East Lake Park and Zion Prairie

March 25: Perry Lakes Park and Spencer Farm,  
 Marion Junction

April 1: Moss Rock Preserve
April 15: Brushy Creek Lake, Bankhead National Forest
May 6: Monte Sano State Park
June 24: Forever Wild State Cattle Ranch, 
 Hale County
July 29: Prattville, Autaugaville, Lowndesboro
August 5: Greensboro area catfish farms
August 12: Gainesville, Aliceville, Livingston
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Railroad Park - Photo by Greg Harber

Local favorites, Railroad and Avondale Parks, offer a se-
lection of bird life that can be found in our urban parks and 
will serve as our destinations for the January half-day field 
trip.  Railroad Park is a relatively recent addition to down-
town Birmingham, having once been the site of abandoned 
lots and warehouses, while Avondale Park is one of our city’s 
oldest and the former home of the zoo.

We’ll begin the morning at Railroad Park, at the pavilion, 
and stroll the grounds in search of resident robins, mocking-
birds and doves, and winter visitors, such as song sparrows 
and palm or yellow-rumped warblers. There is an outside 
chance of finding waterfowl, but it is not likely. There is a 
better than average chance of finding raptors, such as Coo-
per’s and red-tailed hawks – and if you all have been good 
little boys and girls, a peregrine falcon.

We’ll then make the short drive to Avondale Park. The habi-
tat, while still an urban park setting, is more wooded and, thus, 
a slightly different suite of birds might be found. In addition we 
could encounter hermit thrush, both species of kinglet, wood-
peckers and a few more species of sparrows. Avondale Park is 

also one of our chapter’s 
Urban Bird Habitat 
Initiative sites and we’ll 
visit the garden there.

Plans:  
Meet at 7:00 
a.m. at the main 
pavilion at Railroad Park, located at 1600 1st Avenue South, 
Birmingham, AL 35223, near Regions Field. There is ample 
parking on the street. Wear comfortable walking shoes and 
bring plenty of water and snacks. We will be driving from 
Railroad Park to the Avondale community which is home 
to several popular restaurants should anyone wish to have 
lunch at the conclusion of the field trip.

Trip leaders: 
Susan Barrow, 205-253-8667and 
Matt Hunter, 205-915-8186.

January Half-day Field Trip
Railroad Park and Avondale Park

Saturday, January 7, 2017 - 7 A.M. - 12 Noon

All Birmingham Audubon field trips are free and open to the public.
Additional trip information may be found at our website, birminghamaudubon.org and on our Facebook page.

January All-day Field Trip
Guntersville Lake and the
Guntersville Waterfront

Saturday, January 21, 2017 - 7 A.M.

The deep waters of Guntersville Lake and the Gunters-
ville waterfront are excellent places to search for waterfowl 
in winter. Thousands of ducks of many species, a good num-
ber of loons (common, mostly, but pacific and red-throated 
are possible) and some grebes can be expected.

We will spend the morning birding at various sites along 
the Guntersville waterfront, on Sunset Drive and the AL Hwy 
69 causeway. Bring a picnic lunch with you and, if it can be 
arranged, we will have lunch inside the community center 
on the lakefront.

Following lunch, if enough folks are interested, we’ll 
make the drive to the north side of the Guntersville Dam to 
view bald eagles at their nest and perhaps locate a red-
breasted nuthatch in the pines near there - we’ll have to 
listen for their nasal, kazoo-like  “toot” calls.

Meeting Place and Travel Plans: Our meeting place is the 
parking lot at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens (please 
park at the far end). We will leave at 7:00 a.m. and caravan 

to Guntersville via AL Hwy 
79.  We will reconvene 
at the McDonald’s in 
Guntersville at 8:30 a.m. 
should anyone wish to 
meet the group there.

This will be an all-day 
trip, so bring a picnic lunch, drinks and snacks. Remember, 
weather this time of year can be changeable, so dressing in 
layers is advised. Come prepared with a full tank of gas and 
bring your binoculars and spotting scopes. For those who 
wish, supper may be shared at a local restaurant at day’s end.

Alabama Birding Trails website and GPS information: 
http://alabamabirdingtrails.com/sites/guntersville-peninsu-
la/ (GPS: N 34.3630, W 86.2916)

Trip leader: Greg Harber, 205-251-2133, home/evenings, 
or 205-807-8055, day of field trip only.

Red tailed hawk - By M. Hunter
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For the January Nature Program, we will be hosting Mr. Mark Bai-
ley, who has studied a variety of threatened and endangered species 
in the southeastern U.S. and has extensive experience in conservation 
land management. Mr. Bailey will discuss his work with Red-cockaded 
Woodpeckers in Alabama, an endangered species that requires 
healthy stands of mature pine forests for nesting. Red-cockaded 
woodpeckers are the only woodpecker species that excavate their 
nest cavities in living trees rather than dead snags. Mr. Bailey is one of 
the authors of the recent book, Turtles of Alabama, and copies will be 
available for purchase and signing.

The public is welcome to attend.  Please come early for refresh-
ments and conversation. Fellowship and snack time begins at 6:30 p.m.

January Nature Program
Conservation of the 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker in Alabama
Presentation by Mark Bailey, 

Biological Consultant, conservation Southeast, Inc.
January 19 at 7 P.M.

Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Mark Bailey - Photo courtesy of Mark Bailey

Birmingham Audubon’s Tom Im-
hoff Beginner Bird Walk series contin-
ues in January, with a trip to Decatur’s 
Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge. If 
you’re new to birding, returning after 
an absence, or just Interested in see-
ing some exceptional winter birds, 
we invite you to join us for an exciting 
day on the banks of the Tennessee 
River. Located on the eastern edge 
of the Mississippi Flyway, Wheeler is 
renowned as a favorite resting place for 
a variety of migratory birds and winter 
waterfowl. Beginning with September’s 
influx of blue-winged teal, and continu-
ing throughout October and Novem-
ber, the growth of winter waterfowl 
populations peaks in January. Together with gulls, wading 
birds, raptors, and others, these winter ducks contribute to a 
remarkable occurrence list that currently approaches three-
hundred species. Among the highlights of this annual trip, 
new birders can expect to see Canada geese, snow geese, 
sandhill cranes, and a variety of gulls, ducks, and pelicans. 
In recent years, whooping cranes have become increasingly 

likely, with numerous sightings 
since 2006. Twelve “whoop-
ers” were recorded on this trip 
during the 2012–13 winter, and 
fourteen in 2013–14. To reserve 
your spot on this free trip, please 
RSVP to our Outreach Direc-
tor, Dr. Ansel Payne, via email: 
anselpayne@birminghamaudu-
bon.org. Include your name, the 
expected number and ages of 
participants in your party, your 
cell number and email address, 
and whether or not you’ll need 
us to provide binoculars. On the 
morning of the trip, we’ll meet 
no later than 8 a.m. sharp in the 

Publix parking lot at Magnolia City Place, 655 Fieldstown 
Road, Gardendale, Alabama. From there, we’ll caravan north 
as a group up I-65 north to the Priceville exit (#334). We’ll 
reconvene at the Hardee’s restaurant located just off the 
exit at 9:30 a.m., before taking a short drive to the visitor’s 
center. Hope to see you there!

Tom Imhof Memorial Beginner Bird Walk
at Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge

Saturday, January 14, 2017 - 8 A.M.
Meet at 655 Fieldstown Road, Gardendale, AL

Brown pelicans - By Greg Harber
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At the begin-
ning of December, 
Chris Oberholster 
joined the staff of 
Birmingham Audu-
bon Society as the 
new Partnership 
and Policy Direc-
tor. His responsi-
bilities will include 
developing and 
maintaining our 
relationships with 
elected officials 
and government 
agencies, estab-
lishing partner-
ships with private 
organizations, and 
helping secure 
funding for Bir-

mingham Audubon priorities from government grants and 
private donors.

Chris was born and raised in South Africa, and has lived 
in Alabama for almost 30 years after coming to the state 
to obtain his Master’s degree in Agronomy and Soils at 
Auburn University.  

Before coming to Birmingham Audubon, Chris worked 
for The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in Alabama for almost 25 
years in a variety of positions, serving most recently as the 
Alabama State Director for eight years. During this time, he 
oversaw the protection of many important natural areas, as 

well as growing the net assets of the program four-fold, and 
more than tripling the amount of endowment funding. In 
this capacity, he was the third state director in the 25-year 
history of the Alabama Chapter of TNC - the founding state 
director (who served for 13 years) was Kathy Stiles Freeland, 
a long-time Birmingham Audubon Board member.  

Chris got his start in TNC as a field biologist with the 
Alabama Natural Heritage Program based in Montgomery, 
where he spent several years gathering information on the 
rich diversity of plants, animals and habitats of Alabama. 

He is a member of the Rotary Club of Birmingham, and 
serves on the Board of the Alabama Forest Resource Center. 
He served for many years on the Department of Agricultural 
and Environmental Sciences Advisory Board for Tuskegee 
University, and the Auburn University School of Forestry 
& Wildlife Sciences Advisory Council.  He was a member 
of class XVIII of Leadership Alabama and the 2012 Class of 
Leadership Birmingham.  

Chris played a leading role with a broad coalition of 
business, environmental and recreational groups in the 
ballot campaign which resulted in 2012 in more than 75% 
of Alabama voters approving renewal of the Forever Wild 
Program, the highly successful statewide program which 
acquires public lands from willing sellers for outdoor 
recreation, wildlife conservation and other public benefits. 
Birmingham Audubon Society members played a major role 
in the original campaign to create the Forever Wild Program 
in 1992, and again during the renewal campaign. 

Chris and his wife, Suzanne, live in Hoover with their two 
sons (Charl and Isaac) and daughter (Anna). His interests 
include gardening, deer hunting, bird watching and collect-
ing stamps and postcards.

Chris Oberholster Joins
Birmingham Audubon Staff

Birmingham Audubon
Awarded National Audubon Grant

Birmingham Audubon was recently awarded a National Audubon Collaborative Grant to expand the Citizen 
Science Corps to the Tennessee Valley Audubon Society. Birmingham Audubon has a rich legacy in citizen science 
through its members participating in the Christmas Bird Count for decades. That legacy was further cemented 
through the establishment of the Birmingham Audubon Citizen Science Corps. Corps members participate in a 
variety of national and international conservation projects, such as eBird and iNaturalist, and local projects, such as 
bioblitzes and the chimney swift roost survey. This grant will provide support for joint citizen science meetings and 
events between the two groups.  
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Birmingham Audubon is pleased to announce that Ansel 
Payne, formerly our Teaching Naturalist, has recently accepted 
a new role as the organization’s first Outreach Director. In this 
new position, Ansel will continue to organize and administer 
Birmingham Audubon’s educational program, while also run-
ning the organization’s public-facing communications, volun-
teer, and outreach efforts.

In his first nine months with Birmingham Audubon, Ansel 
led bird walks throughout Birmingham, offered workshops on 
the Gulf Coast, and introduced hundreds of children and adults 
to the natural world around them. “Working with Birmingham 
Audubon was exactly the sort of thing I was looking for when 
we moved to Alabama,” he says. “It’s been a real privilege to 
meet and bird with some of the most engaged, interesting 
people in the Magic City.” 

A native of West Virginia, Ansel grew up in the “hills-and-
hollers” region of the Allegheny Plateau, where he later re-
turned for three years to teach at a rural public high school. A 
lifelong advocate for the natural world, he earned degrees from 
Harvard and Tufts Universities, as well as a PhD in Comparative 
Biology from the American Museum of Natural History. While in 
New York, his work on the evolutionary history of digger wasps 

led to field expeditions in Central America and the Middle East, 
as well as to extended collection trips across the American 
West. In addition to his efforts on behalf of birds and their habi-
tats, he also writes for a diverse set of publications, including 
The Appendix, TIME, and Nautilus. 

Ansel currently 
lives in the Avon-
dale neighbor-
hood, just down 
the street from the 
Birmingham Audu-
bon offices, with 
his wife, Dr. Mairin 
Odle, and an over-
sized orange cat 
named Boswell. 

Ansel Payne is Birmingham Audubon’s
New Outreach Director

Brandon Keith (left) and Nicholas Bolin (right) are as-
sisting Birmingham Audubon staff with the Village Creek 
Wading Bird Survey.  Both Keith and Bolin are majoring 
in biology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
Photo courtesy of Nicholas Bolin.

Have you ever wanted to make your 
own suet to feed the birds visiting your 
backyard? Well, Martha Sargent created 
the near-perfect formula for suet. Here is 
the recipe:

Melt in pan one cup of lard (no substi-
tutes) and one cup of crunchy peanut 
butter.

Add two cups of corn meal, two cups of 
oatmeal and one cup of flour.

Pack into a container and slice in por-
tions as needed. 

Martha Sargent’s
Marvelous
Suet Cakes



The temperature was a scorching hot 97 degrees on 
count day, with only a slight breeze stirring in the clear blue 
sky. The weeks leading up to and following the count were 
historically dry, as Birmingham and north Alabama endured 
it’s worst drought ever, leaving little standing water or mud-
flat habitat available for shorebirds. Eighteen observers in 
11 parties (+ 1 feeder watcher) spent 74.25 hours in the field 
(43.5 on foot, 30 in car) with 0.25 hours/0.8 miles devoted 
to owling; covered 487.5 miles by car and 21.85 miles on 
foot, tallying a respectable 115 species on count day, with 2 
count week species. Many thanks to our feeder watcher, Dan 
Voketz, for his report of an astonishing 34+ Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds at his feeders! Special thanks to Elberta Reid, 
our compilation host, and to all who spent time afield. 

- Greg Harber, Compiler.

Observers by party, leaders in boldface: Scot Duncan, 
Jessie Griswold, Dee Gertler, Lydia Johnson, Stan Hamilton, 
Greg Harber, Jessica Germany, Cheryl Horncastle, Sallie 
Brice, Sharon Hudgins, John Imhof, Jeremy Bearden, Greg 
D. Jackson, Anne G. Miller, Jean Folsom, Ansel Payne, 
Pelham Rowan. Feeder Watchers: Dan Voketz.

52nd Annual Birmingham Audubon Fall Count
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Canada Goose  284
Wood Duck  14
Mallard   12
Blue-winged Teal  12
Wild Turkey  3
Pied-billed Grebe 4
Double-crested Cormorant  305
Anhinga   3
American White Pelican 1
Great Blue Heron  55
Great Egret   109
Little Blue Heron  1
Green Heron  5
Wood Stork  6
Black Vulture  5
Turkey Vulture  27
Osprey   1
Bald Eagle  3
Northern Harrier  1
Cooper’s Hawk  3
Red-shouldered Hawk 17
Broad-winged Hawk 37
Red-tailed Hawk  15
Sora   6
Killdeer   62
Spotted Sandpiper 2
Solitary Sandpiper 1
Pectoral Sandpiper 2
Stilt Sandpiper  1
Rock Pigeon  138
Eurasian Collared-Dove 2
Mourning Dove  190
Eastern Screech-Owl 1
Barred Owl  4
Common Nighthawk 1
Chimney Swift  792
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 58
Belted Kingfisher  9
Red-headed Woodpecker 5
Red-bellied Woodpecker 57

Downy Woodpecker 41
Hairy Woodpecker 2
Northern Flicker  10
Pileated Woodpecker 12
American Kestrel  3
Peregrine Falcon  1
Eastern Wood-Pewee 41
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 1
Acadian Flycatcher 5
Least Flycatcher  1
Empidonax Species 1
Eastern Phoebe  83
Great Crested Flycatcher 2
White-eyed Vireo  98
Bell’s Vireo 1-CW
Yellow-throated Vireo 10
Philadelphia Vireo 11
Red-eyed Vireo  16
Blue Jay  134
American Crow  175
Fish Crow 8
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 11
Carolina Chickadee 108
Tufted Titmouse  119
White-breasted Nuthatch 19
Brown-headed Nuthatch 43
House Wren  2
Carolina Wren  123
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 5
Eastern Bluebird  110
Veery   1
Gray-cheeked Thrush 4
Swainson’s Thrush 12
Hermit Thrush  3
Wood Thrush  16
American Robin  133
Gray Catbird  36
Brown Thrasher  62
Northern Mockingbird 113
European Starling                  2534

Ovenbird  1
Worm-eating Warbler 1
Golden-winged Warbler 1
Blue-winged Warbler 3
Black-and-white Warbler 6
Tennessee Warbler 6
Orange-crowned Warbler 1
Kentucky Warbler 1
Common Yellowthroat 13
Hooded Warbler  5
American Redstart 15
Northern Parula  3
Magnolia Warbler 25
Blackburnian Warbler 1-CW
Chestnut-sided Warbler  6
Palm Warbler  3
Pine Warbler  44
Yellow-throated Warbler  1
Canada Warbler  2
Wilson’s Warbler  1
Yellow-breasted Chat  1
Eastern Towhee  47
Chipping Sparrow  24
Field Sparrow  1
Summer Tanager  17
Scarlet Tanager  11
Northern Cardinal  186
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  14
Blue Grosbeak  5
Indigo Bunting  40
Red-winged Blackbird  22
Eastern Meadowlark  3
Common Grackle  7
Brown-headed Cowbird  74
House Finch  37
American Goldfinch  27
House Sparrow  45
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Join and Support Birmingham Audubon

Birmingham Audubon Society Membership Application
     Join      Renew    Annual Membership:  $  20.00

Donation to support the programs 
& projects of  Birmingham Audubon:  $___________

    Total:       $___________

     Please make check payable to:
Birmingham Audubon Society

     Please charge my credit card
            Visa           MasterCard
Card Number_________________________________
Expiration Date________________________________

Name:______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

City_____________________State_______Zip______

Email_______________________________________

Phone_______________________________________

Birmingham Audubon Society is an independent non-
profit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. Your donations 
are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

Please keep my donation anonymous
 Yes No

I want to receive communications electronically
 Yes No

I want to be contacted to learn about volunteer activities
 Yes No

If you are interested in joining National Audubon Society,
visit: www.audubon.org

Birmingham Audubon’s policy is to not share or sell our 
mailing list. Your privacy is of the utmost importance to us.

Birmingham Audubon Society
3720 Fourth Avenue S, Second Floor

Birmingham, AL 35222
Phone: 205-719-3678

www.birminghamaudubon.org

Are birds, wildlife and our natural habitat 
of interest to you?  

If so, we invite you to be a part of a community 
that enjoys, values and protects birds 

and our natural world.

 Founded in 1946, the Birmingham Audubon Society is Ala-
bama’s leading non-profit organization engaging people in the 
enjoyment and conservation of birds, their habitats and the 
natural world. With your support, we involve people through 
recreational birding, by extending their horizons with educa-
tion programs, and by engaging them in conservation actions 
such as planting trees, counting birds, and working with local, 
state, and national policy makers.

There are many ways you can support 
Birmingham Audubon

Please join us and make a difference for birds and 
your quality of life, right here in Alabama! 

 
Membership
Take the first step and become a Member of Birmingham 
Audubon.  Get connected with our Flicker Flashes newsletter. 
See birds by participating in one of our free field trips, and learn 
something at one of our free monthly programs. 

Make a Donation
We rely on your support and are proud to work on your behalf 
to restore wildlife habitat, conserve areas that are important 
to birds, and inspire appreciation and understanding of our 
natural world. Your generous donation, above and beyond the 
basic membership dues, is an important source of funding which 
allows Birmingham Audubon to facilitate our vital mission of 
connecting people with birds and the places they live.

Your memberships and donations support:
• Free monthly programs on nature and science topics
• Free field trips led by expert birders to great birding 
 cultural locations
• Annual banquet with nationally recognized speaker
• Discounted registration for Birmingham Audubon 
 Mountain Workshop
• Members-only birding classes
• Graduate student research grants
• Adult and student education opportunities and initiatives
• Alabama Birding Trails
• Local, state and national conservation initiatives
• Members-only Lending Library
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Please check your mailing label for your
membership expiration date.

Consider gifting a membership to 
Birmingham Audubon 
 www.birminghamaudubon.org

or 205-719-3678

January 2017

Jan. 7 Railroad Park & Avondale Park (see pg. 2)

Jan. 14 Tom Imhof Memorial Beginner Bird Walk at 
 Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge (see pg. 3)
 
Jan. 19 January Nature Program: Management and 
 Conservation of Red-cockaded Woodpeckers
 in Alabama (see pg. 3)

Jan. 21 Guntersville Lake and the Guntersville
 Waterfront (see pg. 2)

Jan. 22 Audubon Teaches Nature: An Introduction
 to Birds of Prey (See pg. 1)
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Birmingham Audubon is a staffed chapter of 
National Audubon Society with offices located at: 

3720 Fourth Avenue South, Birmingham, AL 35222. 
Phone number: 205-719-3678

Suzanne Langley, Executive Director: 
suzannelangley@birminghamaudubon.org

Andy Coleman, Ph.D., Program Director: 
andycoleman@birminghamaudubon.org

Ansel Payne, Ph.D., Outreach Director: 
anselpayne@birminghamaudubon.org

Chris Oberholster, Partnership and Policy Director: 
chrisoberholster@birminghamaudubon.org


