
Public bird banding returns to the 
Alabama Gulf  Coast again this spring, 

courtesy of  Birmingham Audubon and 
our partners, the Alabama Department 
of  Conservation and Natural Resources, 
Mississippi State University, Gulf  Shores 
& Orange Beach Tourism, the Alabama 
Historical Commission, and Mobile Bay 
Audubon Society. 
This year’s banding event runs from 
Tuesday, April 17th, to Saturday, April 
21st, at Baldwin County’s historic Fort 
Morgan (110 AL-180, Gulf  Shores). We 
invite the public to join us during the 
following hours: 
Tuesday, April 17th, noon to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday, April 19th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, April 20th, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, April 21st, 8 a.m. to noon

Reviving the bird-banding program 
originally championed by the late Bob 
Sargent and his wife, Martha, this event 
provides an invaluable look at spring 
migrants traveling across the Coastal 
Alabama section of  the Mississippi 
Flyway. Throughout the week, 
participants will enjoy unparalleled access 
to the researchers and their work, with 
up-close-and-personal views of  some 
amazing birds—all ages are welcome to 
attend this free, public event. 
Please note that while the Coastal Alabama Bird 
Banding Project is free, there is an admission fee 
to enter the park. For up-to-date pricing, visit 
fortmorgan.com/plan-visit.
 
To learn more about how you can 
participate in the event, call us at 205-719-
3678, or email: 
andycoleman@birminghamaudubon.org 

Full details are available on our website: 
birminghamaudubon.org/birdbanding
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Birmingham Audubon’s own Katie 
Barnes leads this month’s Exploring 
Natural Alabama program, “Coastal Bird 
Stewardship,” Sunday, April 15th, at the 
Alabama Wildlife Center

Coastal Bird Banding at Fort Morgan
Details on previous page.

Annual Member Appreciation Event. Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m.   
in the Ireland Room at Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 

Please RSVP for this free, members-only event on our website:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-04-26

APRIL CALENDAR

Board of Directors meets, 5:45 p.m. at Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens.

17–21 April 
Tuesday–Saturday

Gosse Nature Walk #14: Jemison Park, 9–10 a.m. Join us as we 
explore this Mountain Brook city park, located along the banks 
of Shades Creek. Meetup is at nine in the National Bank of 
Commerce parking lot, located at 813 Shades Creek Parkway. 
Details and registration at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-04-07-2

26 April 
Thursday

Join Thomas Rainer, Tuesday, April 3rd, 
for “Planting in a Post-wild World,” at the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens. 
Photo: Bob Farley

Exploring Natural Alabama: Coastal Bird Stewardship. 2–4 p.m., 
at the Alabama Wildlife Center. Join Birmingham Audubon 
Coastal Senior Biologist Katie Barnes as she explores the world 
of Alabama’s Gulf birds, the dangers they face, and what it 
takes to protect them for the future. Details on the web at:

birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-04-15

Questions about accessibility? Email us (info@birminghamaudubon.org) 
for more information about how we can meet your needs.

Birding trip: Perry Lakes Park
Details on next page.

07 April 
Saturday

09 April
Monday

New Course: Warblers and Vireos (Day 1). Join Paul Franklin 
as he tackles the complicated identification problems posed 
by Alabama’s migratory warblers and vireos. Ad hoc field trips 
are timed to provide maximum exposure to these small, but 
beautiful birds. Six class meetings on Monday nights (4/9, 4/16, 
4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14), 6:30–8:30 p.m. $50/members; $75/non-
members (one-time registration fee covers all four meetings). 
Register online at: 

birminghamaudubon.org/classes

03 April 
Tuesday

“Planting in a Post-Wild World,” an evening with Thomas Rainer  
Birmingham Botanical Gardens, 5:30–6:30 p.m. Special guest 
Thomas Rainer—landscape architect, teacher, author, and 
Birmingham native—explores resilient landscaping for the 
twenty-first century. This event is co-sponsored by the Friends of 
the Birmingham Botanical Gardens, the Alabama Chapter of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Mountain 
Brook Board of Landscape Design, the Friends of Jemison Park, 
and Birmingham Audubon. Free and open to the public. 

15 April
Sunday

Birmingham Spring Bird Count
Details on next page.

28 April 
Saturday
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FIELD TRIPS

Two great opportunities to experience Alabama migration in full swing
Spring-loaded birding

April brings early-spring migrants back through Alabama, and we’ll be there to meet them at one of the best birding 
locations on the southern coastal plains. First, we’ll visit the moss-draped cypress trees of Perry Lakes Park (www.
perrylakes.org), located along a series of oxbow lakes created by the meandering Cahaba River. Breeding Northern 
Parulas, Purple Martins, and Louisiana Waterthrushes are all likely spots, and we might even manage a Barred Owl 
or two. For the botanists among us, we’ll also have a chance to see atamasco lilies in the boggy soil below, as well 
as red buckeye on the forest floor. Following a picnic at the Perry Lakes Park pavilion—a striking creation of the 
architects at Auburn’s Rural Studio (www.ruralstudio.org)—we’ll head south to Marion Junction to visit the Spencer 
Farm, a renowned organic farm working toward healthier and more sustainable food production in Alabama’s Black 
Belt. Meetup is at 7 a.m. at the McDonald’s on US 31 in  Hoover, located at 1731 Montgomery Highway, just across 
from the Galleria. From there, we’ll caravan south, with a brief stop around 8 a.m. at the Wendy’s off Highway 5 in 
Brent. Remember to bring a packed lunch, plenty of water and snacks, a full tank of gas, insect repellent, rain gear, 
sunblock, and seasonally appropriate attire. 

The latest eBird data from Perry Lakes: ebird.org/hotspot/L712799
Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-04-07
Trip leaders: Greg Harber (205-807-8055; day of field trip only)

Birding trip: Perry Lakes Park
Full-day trip, Saturday, 07 April, meetup at 7 a.m.

Seasonal bird counts have been a central part of Birmingham Audubon’s work ever since its founding in 1946. This 
year, we’re continuing that tradition with four great counts, culminating in our fifty-third annual Spring Bird Count. 
Together, we’ll spend the day in small groups surveying bird populations at a wide variety of sites located in Jefferson, 
Shelby, and St. Clair counties. Spring migrants, resident hawks, large waders, even common birds like Northern 
Mockingbirds and American Robins, are all fair game—each sighting contributes to a half-century-long dataset with 
important information on shifting ranges, the effects of urbanization, and climate-related population changes. As 
always with our counts, we’ll meet up at the end of the day for refreshments, good conversation, and the evening 
“compilation,” the process by which the day’s final bird list is assembled. (This is also your best opportunity to brag 
about all the unusual sightings you managed to get—so long as you’re prepared to defend your claims!)

Because this is a coordinated scientific survey, we require all participants to register at least a day or two before the 
count. Please let us know if you’re new to bird counts, as we’ll need to send further instructions on how to participate, 
what to expect, &c. (Don’t be intimidated, though—we strongly encourage participation by new and inexperienced 
birders. Nothing quite builds expertise like a day-long count in the company of a seasoned birder.)

Can’t join us in the field? Visit birminghamaudubon.org/science/how-to-count to learn more about how you can 
participate at your home feeder. 

Full details and registration: birminghamaudubon.org/event/2018-04-28
Compilation location: Ansel Payne will host the compilation at 7 p.m. at his home in Birmingham’s Avondale neighborhood. (4600 
7th Court South). 
Count leaders: Greg Harber (cell: 205-807-8055; day of count only) will coordinate the count, with help from the Birmingham 
Audubon Outreach Director (anselpayne@birminghamaudubon.org).
More information: To learn more about how bird counts work, and to read the history of the one that started it all, check out 
National Audubon’s “History of the Christmas Bird Count” page: audubon.org/conservation/history-christmas-bird-count

Birmingham Spring Bird Count
Full-day count, Saturday, 28 April

Tickets are still available for this year’s Birmingham Audubon Mountain Workshop (Mentone, Ala., 10–13 May)
To register, or to find out more, visit birminghamaudubon.org/bamw today!
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“Out of the cradle endlessly rocking, / Out of the mocking-bird’s throat, the musical 
shuttle...” 

—Walt Whitman
First lines of “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking” (1860)


